
Grace to you and peace from God, our father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The part of God's word 

we will consider together this morning is our Old Testament lesson taken from the book of Genesis Chapter 3.  

Genesis 3:1–15 (EHV)  

3 Now the serpent was more clever than any wild animal which the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, 

“Has God really said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  

2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees of the garden, 3but not from the fruit of the tree 

that is in the middle of the garden. God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it. You shall not touch it, or else you will 

die.’”  

4The serpent said to the woman, “You certainly will not die. 5In fact, God knows that the day you eat from it, your 

eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  

6When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was appealing to the eyes, and that the tree 

was desirable to make one wise, she took some of its fruit and ate. She gave some also to her husband, who was 

with her, and he ate it. 7The eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were naked. They 

sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for their waists. 8They heard the voice of the Lord God, who was 

walking around in the garden during the cooler part of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 

presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  

9The Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”  

10The man said, “I heard your voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid myself.”  

11God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from which I commanded you not 

to eat?”  

12The man said, “The woman you gave to be with me—she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”  

13The Lord God said to the woman, “What have you done?”  

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  

14The Lord God said to the serpent:  

Because you have done this,  

you are cursed more than all the livestock,  

and more than every wild animal.  

You shall crawl on your belly,  

and you shall eat dust all the days of your life.  

15I will put hostility between you and the woman,  

and between your seed and her seed.  

He will crush your head,  

and you will crush his heel.  

This is the word of our God.  

Please be seated.  



Dear Christian friends. How good is your word? I mean, when you tell people you're going to do something, when 

you make a promise, do you follow through on it?  

I very often told my mom, “I'll take the garbage out.” She never believed me. Because I never did.  

When we consider the promises we make to each other, sometimes if we break our promise, it can be simply 

inconvenient. "You promised you'd be here at 2 o'clock to pick me up. Where are you?" Sometimes, you can 

shatter a life. "I promise I will love you forever." And when that promise is broken. Life is never the same.  

Today, we're going to look at two different promise givers. One who is constantly promising things. And failing. 

And the other one who has made his promises and kept every one.  

In the first verse. It says "Now the serpent was more clever than any wild animal, which the Lord God had made," 

and the point of the serpent being clever is not so much that "this is a reason that Satan took him." It's just that we 

would get prepared for what's what Eve is going to face. When Eve is going to face Satan, when Adam is going to 

face Satan. They're going to be facing someone who's smarter than they are, someone who is cleverer than they 

are. Someone who is more cunning than they are. And so when Eve reached there, he said to the woman, has 

God really said, you shall not eat from any tree in the garden? And of course, the serpent, the snake is Satan. 

And Satan has already rebelled against God. And now he's going to see if he can come to bring sin to God's 

creation and destroy that. 

And I want you to notice some of the things that he does. Because they're the things he still does today. In this 

first question that he asks Eve, "Has God really said you shall not eat from any tree in the garden?" There is an 

overt temptation and there is a subtle one. 

The overt temptation is: "Is God really fair? Would God really be that restrictive, that he would give you things and 

then say you can't use them?" 

The subtle temptation is: "Set yourself up as God's judge. You decide which of God's commands are OK and 

which ones are unfair. Don't let God tell you what to do. You decide what's best for you. And if God happens to 

tell you what you want to hear, fine, then follow his advice. But if he's being unfair, if he's being unreasonable. 

You're the judge."  

Do you ever do that? If you think you don't, you're kidding yourself. We do. Because if we obey God in every 

single case, submitting our will to his, recognizing that he is our Lord, he is our maker, he is perfect. He is always 

right. And therefore we will always do what he says. This place would look a lot different. For one, you'd be here 

every Sunday. Because God says "Do not give up meeting together." And every once in a while, we decide "No. I 

don't think every Sunday is necessary. I think I'll decide." We'd be more forgiving. Grudges, gossip wouldn't exist. 

And they do. We set ourselves up as little judges. And decide when and where and how we're going to obey God. 

If at all. Because sometimes we see God as unfair. He can't possibly ask me to forgive everybody. I can't. Or. I 

won't.  

And Eve knew the command. She said, "Well, we may free fruit from the trees in the garden, but not from the fruit 

of the tree that is in the middle of the garden. God has said, you shall not eat from it. You shall not touch it. Or 

else you will die." God didn't say you shall not touch it. But we don't know why she said that. Maybe when she 



was told the command; maybe that was added or maybe she added it as kind of a safeguard. "Let's see how far 

away from sin we can get. So, when we look at this tree, you know, recognize, 'Don't eat from it.' Probably best 

not to touch it at all. So accidents don't happen." Or else you will die.  

Now, Eve didn't have first-hand experience with death. Death didn't exist in the Garden of Eden. Death didn't 

occur until sin. But she knew the concept. She knew the concept of obedience. You know, the concept of 

disobedience. But shouldn't have firsthand experience with it. And that is so much better. Although Satan will try 

to convince her otherwise.   

The serpent said to the woman, "You certainly will not die." Here's the first outright lie. I'm the first one  is just to 

question getting her to see if she can judge God and set herself up. But here is the first outright lie. "You certainly 

will not die." Well, she certainly would. Because God said so. But she's going to have to take someone's word for 

it. Which one are you going to believe? 

And of course, sitting in this room and in this circumstance with all these people we recognize, well, of course we 

ought to listen to God. But how often do we want to listen to Satan instead? When he promises things. Because 

he's going to give her some empty promises. Here's the first one. "You're not going to die. You'll be fine. Just a 

little sin. What's the big deal? You're not going to die. It won't kill you." 

And then, "In fact, God knows the day you eat from it, your eyes will be opened and you'll be like God knowing 

good and evil." So here's three more promises. One, your eyes will be open. Two, You'll be like God. Three, you'll 

know good and evil. Two out of those three. Were right. Eyes would be open, we'll see that in the next verse. 

They'll know good and evil. Whether you want to or not. 

You know what it's like to have a broken arm? Well, you don't have to break your own arm to figure out it's a bad 

thing. And if you do break your arm, you kind of wish you'd known without having to go through that. Is it OK to 

jump off a 60 foot cliff? There are some things you don't have to try to find out if it's a bad idea. And yet Satan 

tempts us with the temptation, "How do you know unless you try?" 

When I was in college, my roommate at Marquette University grew marijuana. In the room. That was an 

interesting situation there. And he always said, "You want to try it." I said "No, thank you." And he said, "How are 

you going to know if you never try it?" 

And I, of course, didn't give him the right answer. I know I should have said because the Lord my God says thou 

shalt not, you know, use the things that are going to disrupt your brain patterns. What I said is "I've seen you, 

Mike."  

But you don't have to try that to know it's a bad thing. If God says no, it's no. But there's always a promise. You'll 

be like, God, your eyes will be open. It'll feel good. You want to be happy, don't you? You'll get a better grade. 

You'll get so much money. There's always a promise. And there's always an element of truth to it.  

But he leaves out the bad part or he outright lies about the bad part, he told Eve, "You certainly will not die." Well, 

that was a lie. She certainly would. She certainly did. Her eyes would be open, but would not be a good thing. 



And so he tempted her with all the tricks that he still uses today. When the woman saw that the tree was good for 

food and that it was appealing to the eyes and the tree was desirable to make one wise. All those things that 

Satan promised her: she saw those things because she wanted to and she took some. And ate. You know, when 

you think about what a monumental disaster this is. What a world changing tragedy. 

With such a simple act. Not because the act was such a huge act. But because she decided to rebel against the 

Lord, her God. Another temptation that Satan is going to throw at you is "It's not a big deal. Just a little thing. Not 

going to hurt anybody. No one will probably even notice." How big a thing was this? "Reach out. Take a bite." And 

yet it change the world. It changed her life. It changed her relationship, changed everything. 

Because it was sin. And we recognize sin when we see it, even if it if our culture is kind of rejected that word. We 

know what sin is. Barb just watching the news this morning as she was getting ready for church and she 

mentioned, "Man, it's depressing today." People were getting stabbed. There was hopelessness and despair. And 

of course, when they report that, they don't say we have no idea what this kind of behavior is, we're don't know if 

it's good or bad because we need more information. 

We recognize that it's evil and that it's sin and that it's wrong. We know that. We know that sin is a problem.  

And it doesn't normally start big. I don't know that anyone has really started if they wind up being a car thief. I 

don't think at five years old they say, you know what? I think I'm going to steal cars for the rest of my life. 5 year 

olds generally don't think that way. But they do think, "I think I want that thing. I know it's not mine, but, hey, no 

one's looking." "It's just a cookie. It's just a toy. It's just someone else's chair. But I want it. So I think. I'll take it. 

Just this once." And it changes the way they start seeing things.  

Sin starts small. But once you give in to a sin, it wants more. Any sin. Pick a sin. Every sin will not require much 

the first time. But once you submit to that, once you commit that, it's going to want more and more and more. Until 

your whole life is changed. Until God steps in, unless God steps in. And takes it away.  

Eve took from the fruit, she ate it. "She also gave some to her husband, who was with her and he ate." You have 

to wonder what Adam was thinking. You know, he's the head of this house. God gave him that position. And he 

sees his wife talking to a snake. Apparently that's not a big deal, but the things that they're starting to say should 

have caused him some concern. And he's standing there right next to her being the most useless guy on the 

planet because he's supposed to be helping. And he's actually doing nothing.  

Satan says. "It'll open your eyes." Adam could've said, "Ah, Hone, remember what God said. Remember the 

death thing? I think he meant that. Could we step away for a few minutes and talk about this? Could we maybe 

just go talk to God? I mean, he shows up every day, so let's just go over there. Let's ask him what he thinks." But 

he does nothing.  

And in far too many families, that's a description of the husband. Where instead of being a spiritual leader in his 

family, he retreats. Into whatever hobbies or things that he's got. Instead of participating. He ignores. Now, that's 

not limited to husbands. Their wives and children do the same thing. Fathers and mothers that find it easier to 

pursue their own things, whether it's on a telephone or on the TV or their hobbies and the things that that pass the 

time than it is to do the things that are important. 



And Adam started it. When she gave him some of the fruit, he took some and he paid. And then the eyes of both 

of them were open. Promise fulfilled. Satan promised their eyes would be opened. That was supposed to be one 

of the good things, right? And they realized they were naked. And they understood what shame was. They knew 

what guilt was. They knew what disobedience was. They knew what evil was. And they hated it. And they sewed 

fig leaves together and made coverings for their waists. 

And it gets worse. They heard the voice of the Lord God who was walking around in the garden during the cooler 

part of the day. And the man and his wife. Hid themselves. Do you think that was how they reacted every other 

time the Lord walked in the garden? They never had a reason to hide before. They were welcome in the presence 

of God. And now that was gone. Now, instead of saying "The Lord is here, what a wonderful thing." It's, "The Lord 

is here, we need to hide." 

And they hid themselves. And the Lord God call to the man and said to him, "Where are you?" I remember 

hearing somebody who was trying to critique the Bible and he's saying here's proof that the Bible isn't true 

because how could God possibly forgotten that he can see through leaves and he's supposed to know everything. 

So how is it possible he did not know where they were? 

The sad thing is that guy was a father. The reason I say that is how many times has a parent asked their children 

a question that they already knew the answer to? Constantly. "Did you take that cookie?" No. Right. OK. But God 

is saying, "Where are you?" Not because he doesn't know, because he wants to give Adam a chance to repent. 

"Where are you, Adam?" And the man said, "I heard your voice in the garden. And I was afraid." You think he 

ever knew fear before? "I was afraid because I was naked." There no shame before. "So I hid myself." And God 

said to him. "Who told you you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from which I commanded you not to 

eat?" 

Question number two, he knows the answer but the question is a little more pointed. And Adam does what we still 

do. He finds someone to blame. And we all do it, Eve's going to do the same thing. He's going to find someone to 

blame. And so he says the woman you gave to be with me, this is actually worse than the first sounds. First, it 

sounds like it's Eve's fault. Look deeper. The woman. You gave me. God, kind of your fault. 

The only thing Adam wants to be absolutely clear on, "It's not my fault. Someone else needs to take the blame for 

this." And we still do that, it is the biggest hindrance to repentance that we have. The biggest hindrance to 

forgiveness, the biggest hindrance to freedom from sin is that we try to find an excuse. 

Imagine how this narrative would have been different. If Adam had said, "I have sinned, please forgive me. I was 

wrong. I'm sorry." And we can't even imagine what that would be like because it didn't happen.  

So, God said to Eve, "What have you done?" And the woman said, "Not my fault. The serpent deceived me." 

Now, when they were blaming someone else, was what they said true? Adam said the woman you gave me gave 

me some and I ate. And the woman said the serpent deceived me. Those are absolutely true statements, which is 

one of the big things that we use to defend blaming somebody else. "Cause it's true." And yet the bottom line is 

Adam chose to sin. Eve chose to sin.  

What's interesting is when God addressed the serpent. Because the serpent had already been a rebel. God 

doesn't ask him any questions. It just lets him know how it's going to be. 



The Lord said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, you are cursed more than all the livestock and more 

than every wild animal. You shall crawl on your belly and you shall eat dust all the days of your life." Has it ever 

occurred to you. "Why is he punishing the snake? I mean, the snake really didn't tempt anybody, Satan did. So 

why is he going to have to crawl on the on his belly for the rest of the rest of time? Why is he going to have to eat 

dust for the rest of time? Is that fair?"  

Now recognize two things are happening there, one, we're setting ourselves up as judges over God again. We're 

saying, well, you know, God, that might not have been exactly the way you should have done it because I've got a 

better idea. You know, we do that and it comes so naturally and it comes so subtly that we often don't notice it.  

And second. To whom did the snake belong? Well, that's God's snake. And he can do with it whatever he wants. 

And if he chooses to have the snake remind us of the consequence of sin, if he chooses to have the snake, 

remind us that there is danger in this world. That's a good way for that snake to serve God. However, God 

chooses, that's what's best.  

That was the very first temptation, wasn't it? Satan said, "Is what God wants really best. I think you should 

decide." Instead of what Jesus did in in the desert where he submitted to God's will every single time. And then 

before he even gets to talking to Adam and Eve about the consequence of their sin, he already promises the fix. 

Satan made all kinds of promises. And they were empty and deceitful and dangerous. Here, God makes a 

promise. "I will put hostility between you and the woman and between your seed and her seed. He will crush your 

head and you will crush his heel." "He "is the first reference to Jesus Christ, our Savior and Messiah. The one 

who would come to fix what we broke. To bring us back into the relationship that we abandoned. And to provide 

the forgiveness that gives us life. 

Jesus Christ is the seed of the woman who would come to crush the serpent's head. But it would cost him. 

Because the serpent would crush his heel. There would be pain. Physical, emotional, spiritual. Unimaginable 

pain. Because Jesus would have to go into the darkness of hell to come to rescue us. But he promised already 

here in the Garden of Eden that he would come and that he would win that victory and that he would win for us. 

And he did. The amazing thing about God's promises is there's no downside to any of them. And the predictable 

thing about Satan's promises. There's a downside to all of them. And so the take away from this: the big one. 

There are little ones: we know how Satan works. We recognize the temptations. And so we can kind of be on our 

guard for them.  

But the big one. Is that God said it would fix it. And he did.  

And that's what we do in Lent. We remember that this is in God's hands and this is God's plan. And God has won 

that war and we put ourselves into his hands and it's OK. And it's good. And we find forgiveness and love and 

peace and hope and fullness in life. Because God keeps his promises. Amen.  

And the peace of God that transcends all understanding will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 


