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Mary Christmas!

That’s not a typo and you probably know why I spelled it that way. 

It’s a reference to Jesus’ visit to Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38-42).

Martha was distracted and stressed out with all the work she had to do.

Mary was listening to Jesus and leaving all the work for her sister.

Martha was very unhappy with her sister and a little put out with Jesus

for not telling Mary to help her. 

It’s easy to relate to Martha, especially now. We always seem to be

“on.” whether it’s work or being engaged with a screen of some sort, 

there is precious little down time and a lot of exhaustion and fatigue.

It’s not so easy to relate to Mary. Sitting at Jesus’ feet can sound

nice, but it doesn’t happen much. Even if we do find a few minutes, we

are quickly whisked away by the phone, the clock, or the feeling that we

should be doing something. We hear the voice of Martha judging us for

not getting things done. 

Did you ever see those commercials that encourage you to put away

your phone? That’s very good advice. Put away your phone when you

drive. Put away your phone when you eat with people. Put away your
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phone at work. Put away your phone when you are with people. 

Put away your phone when you are listening to Jesus. Don’t jump

back onto it when you finish devotion. Take some time to ponder. We

don’t do that much anymore. Just think about what God just said to you

in the Bible. Imagine what God want to do in your life. Picture how your

life would be different if you did what God said. 

This time of year, we hear a lot of “Merry Christmas!” and “Happy

Holidays!” It’s nice to hear, but it’s not a guarantee. Many people feel

lonely during Christmas. Many feel their losses more acutely. Some feel

incredible financial pressure or go into debt to meet expectations. They

feel unworthy and are afraid of what it to come. Sometimes, people

miss the feelings they recall from Christmases past. And far too many

people are so busy that they would be happy to just survive the

holidays.

We often hear (if we hang around with the right people) that the

Bible is the answer. When is the last time we tried it. When did we last

put aside our distractions to sit at Jesus’ feet?

Take time to read Luke 1 and 2 again. Read Matthew 1 and 2. Listen

to the angels. Come to the manger. Walk with Mary and Joseph to

Bethlehem. Be amazed at God’s power and his love. Fill your heart and

your mind with the voice of your Savior. It will change everything else.

God invites us to sit at his feet. Take Him up on His invitation. Come

to church to worship with your family and friends. Read His Word daily

and feel the strength of the Holy Spirit filling you. Find the guidance of

God and the freedom of the Gospel. Put away the distractions and hear

the voice of God.

Mary got it right. Jesus said so. Let’s try it and see that it’s right for

us, too. It won’t be easy. The distractions are still there. But so is Jesus.

He will help. Merry Mary Christmas!
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Board of Education

Board of Education

“Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will

not depart from it.”  Proverbs 22:6

Footsteps (Formerly Sunday School)

This youth ministry program is for children ages 3-10, starting after the

Children’s sermon at Sunday’s worship service, and ending at 10:10 a.m.  We

have wonderful teachers and helpers to provide engaging lessons and

activities that are focused on God’s Word and its application. Contact Kat

Ehlers (989-326-0396) for details on volunteering or having your child

participate. 

Mission of Trinity Lutheran School (What is our purpose?)

The mission of Trinity Lutheran School is to assist families of our

congregation and our community by providing a high quality, Christ-centered

education to equip students for life and eternity.

The Benefits of a Christian Education at Trinity Lutheran School (TLS):

In a world where Christian beliefs seem under assault from all quarters,

parents can be assured that their child will benefit from a Christ-centered

education such as what is provided at TLS. Below are just some of the many

benefits:

· Immersion in the word of God. Needless to say, daily exposure to Biblical

lessons reinforces the moral and spiritual development of growing

children who receive steady leadership from their teachers.

· Christian educational materials. Public-school materials typically lack a

Christian viewpoint and may even actively disparage Christian values. TLS

uses curriculum materials that align with our Christian values, and the

school's library can exercise greater care in avoiding inappropriate books.

· Superior academic achievement. A private Christian school tends to

attract highly dedicated teachers who are motivated to teach students

who themselves are motivated to learn and excel. 
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· Emphasis on shared values. Being surrounded on a daily basis by like-

minded individuals experiencing the same Christian education helps

greatly with maturing your child into a responsible adult who understands

how to live every day in God's love with equally moral neighbors.

· Social interaction with peers. Students are able to interact and make

friends with other practicing Christians in a way that is less lonely than

struggling through the daily challenges of dealing with ignorant or even

outright amoral individuals with no understanding of the message of the

Bible and no respect for the supreme sacrifice made by Christ.

· Respect for family values. TLS recognizes the critical role of parents and

will keep in close touch with parents over issues arising from their

children's spiritual and educational development.

· Safe, disciplined, family environment. Clear rules and an expectation of

self-disciplined behavior from pupils does wonders in encouraging inner

reserves of dignity, respect, and safety for other people. TLS is a small

school with a family atmosphere, where students are not just a number

but personally understood and cared for by every staff member.

Wisconsin Parental Choice Program for Free Tuition: Application window is

February 3 through April 16, 2020.  Contact the school (715-732-2956) or the

School Choice Administrator (715-330-5250) to see if your child qualifies for a

tuition voucher.

School Calendar and Newsletters on the Web: 

https://trinitymarinette.com/school/school-calendar/

Get your child enrolled in Footsteps and Trinity Lutheran School to

grow their relationship with God while preparing them for success in

their earthly and ETERNAL life.
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President’s Report 

The council is very concerned over the declining church attendance. 

We met on November 5th for Council Goal Setting.  Our first objective

is to increase spiritual growth among all elected leaders.  Second is to

increase worship attendance among our members and decrease the

number of straying members.  Council members have taken on the

task of calling members that have not filled out connection cards

recently.  I am asking for your help in contacting members that you

know are in need of encouragement.

I have reviewed our recent formal audit (as required by School

Choice) and am pleased to say, it was a good audit.  There is always

room for improvement, but given this was our first formal audit by a

CPA firm, that looks more in depth at policies and procedures than an

internal audit, I am satisfied with the results.  We are required to

continue to have formal audits, I will be recommending that our

Examining Committee be changed to a Bylaw Review Committee to

ensure our Bylaws reflect how we are currently operating.  I would

appreciate hearing from members on the above.  I can be reached at

715-716-0210.

Blessings,

Vilas
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Encouraging Story 

I would like to tell you about a time that I encouraged someone

recently. I hope this will inspire others. Recently we were celebrating

our granddaughter's birthday at a small indoor amusement park. We

like to act as walking billboards, so we often wear T-shirts with

Christian messages. That specific day I wore a shirt that said, "My

faith can move mountains." One of the ride attendants, a teenage

young lady, stopped me so she could read my shirt. She told me that

she sings in her church choir. She and I shared our experiences in

church and in life for about 20 minutes and found that we had both

been on mission trips to El Salvador.  She has been thinking about

becoming a missionary but that she hadn't felt as encouraged as she

would like lately so she prayed to God for some encouragement. She

told me that she believes that God sent me!!! That was the first time I

wore that shirt and I am sure that God chose it for me that morning!!!

A Note from the Principal’s Desk 

 

Dear members and families of Trinity Lutheran Church and School, 

 

We are sixteen weeks into the school year, and so much learning has

already taken place! In the process, many pencils have broken,

markers have dried up, and hula-hoops have busted. These are simply

a part of life. Even though this is the case for our material blessings,

for Christians, we have something that will never break, dry up, or

bust. “The Word of the Lord endures forever” (1 Peter 1:25) is the

theme for this school year. What a blessing to share the unchanging

Word of God with our students each and every day! 
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In addition to all the learning that goes on in all the classrooms, our

students have had the opportunity to represent their Savior and

share their faith in and out of school. Some of our students have been

making crafts that will be shared with residents in the nursing home.

Our students recently had the opportunity to represent Trinity

Lutheran School in the Christmas Parade! Our school families

promoted the school as they worked a weekend at the Theater on

the Bay, handing out TLS information. Coming up is yet another

opportunity we have to get our name out to the community through

the “McTeacher Night” at the Menominee McDonald’s.  

 

At each of these events, we have been sharing information about the

upcoming Christmas services. Our TLS students, as well as Footsteps

and the public school confirmation students have all been practicing

for the Children’s Christmas Services on December 19th and 20th.

This will be yet another great opportunity for these children to share

their faith through the Christmas account of our Savior’s birth!  

 

On behalf of the faculty and staff of Trinity Lutheran School, we pray

you have a blessed Christmas! 

 

In Christ, 

 

Josh Danell 

Principal, Grades 5-8 teacher 

Trinity Lutheran School 
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