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Take your kids to church

*I found this excellently written article about bringing kids to church by

Megan Breeland of Woodham One Step Ministries. I wanted to share it

with you. Enjoy!

Make the effort. Wake them up early. Fool with the belts and the

buckles and the fancy hair bows. Endure the sleepy, grumpy faces and

the misplaced shoes. Run around like a mad woman gathering

everybody’s everything and trying to get out the door on time. Hop to

the car with a shoe in each hand. Give those babies a pop-tart and some

milk and let ‘em eat it in the car. If its raining, get wet. If its cold, get a

jacket. If you’re tired, go tired. But take those babies to church. You

know why?

Because Jesus is there.

He’s there. And He’ll meet them there. And you too, Mama.

He’ll be there in the sweet smile of their Sunday School teacher as she

greets them into their room. He’ll be there in the goldfish and the apple

juice and the filling of their little bellies and hearts. He’ll be there in the

Trinity Tidings Fall Newsletter- September 2019 Page 2



hug from a sweet friend and the encouraging smile that assures you that

they “just barely made it” too. He’ll be there in the sacred words read

from the Bible speaking truth to their little impressionable hearts. He’ll

be there in the worship and the raised hands and the watery eyes and

whispers of praise.

So take them. Carry all of their Bibles and drawings and toilet paper

tube creations. Sit by them in worship. Open your Bible and open theirs.

Show them how to find the scripture the pastor is preaching from. Show

them how to worship. Explain to them why He’s worthy of worship. Let

them see you laugh and cry and praise and study. Forgive their wiggles

and paper rustles and know that they’re listening even when it seems

like they aren’t. Ask them questions and answer the ones they ask you.

Introduce them to Jesus. Tell them of His greatness - his power - his

faithfulness. Tell them with your words and show them with your life.

Tell them what he’s done for you and how you’ve been changed by His

grace and forgiveness and goodness and love. Tell them how they can

be too. Point them to Jesus. Over and over and over again.

Take your kids to church. They’ll love it there. It’s the only place

where they can go and just be themselves. They don’t have to “be”

good enough or smart enough or athletic enough. They don’t have to

perform for approval or achievement. They just get to go and hear how

much God loves them. Just because they’re them. Just because He

created them, they’re valued. Wanted. Their worth isn’t based on the

grades they make or their ability to throw a curveball. Its not dependent

on their performance or skill level. And they need a little more of that,

don’t you think? A little more grace and a little less pressure. A little

more love and a few less demands.

Take them to church. Before you take them to the ballfield or the

gym. Before you take them on vacation or to grandma’s or to the

backyard to play. Take them to church. Let them know its a priority.

Show them it has eternal value. Let them see you set aside schedules

and extra curricular activities and work and busy-ness to be present with

the Lord in His house. I promise you won’t regret it. I promise you it

won’t return back void.

Take them to church.
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Board of Education

“Train up a child in the way he should go, Even when he is old he will not depart

from it.”  Proverbs 22:6

Footsteps (Formerly Sunday School)

This youth ministry program is for children ages 3-10, starting after the

Children’s sermon at Sunday’s worship service, and ending at 10:10 a.m.  We

have wonderful teachers and helpers to provide engaging lessons and

activities that are focused on God’s Word and its application. Contact Kat

Ehlers (989-326-0396) for details on volunteering or having your child

participate. 

Mission of Trinity Lutheran School (What is our purpose?)

The mission of Trinity Lutheran School is to assist families of our congregation

and our community by providing a high quality, Christ-centered education to

equip students for life and eternity.

Preschool – Grade 8 Enrollment at 72 Students as of Sept. 13, 2019 (Increase

of 8 Students): 

Preschool:    22 increased by 5% from 2018-109 

K - Grade 8:  50 increased by 16.3% from 2018-19 

Total:             72 increased by 12.5% from 2018-19

 School Staff:

Josh Danell (principal and grades 5-8 teacher in the morning): 13 students

Jessica Desotell (grades 5-8 teacher in the afternoon): 13 students

Liz Broring  (grades 2-4 teacher): 19 students

Kelly Danell (grades K-1 teacher) and Karen Harding (aide) 18 students

Kim Page   (A.M. grades K3 - K4 teacher) and Kat Ehlers (aide) 22 students

Julie Desotell (P.M. preschool aftercare provider) 7 students

Bruce Desotell (school custodian)

Deb Mathey (school secretary)

2019-20 Goals 

1. School Accreditation: Complete a total of 175 standards by June 30, 2020

2. Identify curriculum and assessment resources to align with TLS learning
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standards

3. develop separate policy manual from

the Family Handbook

Serving on the Board of Education: 

Tim Baneck (chairman), Kris Charapata

(treasurer), Paul Kamin (secretary), Todd

Thayer, Jason Feuz

Board of Education Vacancy: 

Contact any of the Board members to

learn about the needs and blessings of

serving in the education ministry.

A Note from the Principal’s Desk

Dear members and families of Trinity Lutheran Church and School,

We are off to another great start to our school year here at Trinity Lutheran

School under God’s grace. What a blessing it is to continue to share the love

of Jesus to all of our students at TLS! With an opening enrollment of 72 in

PreK-8th grade, our teachers were busy preparing for the start of this year.

After what seemed like a quick summer break, we are already 3 weeks in to

the new school year. Our new teachers have jumped right in and are

continuing to get to know all of the students and their families better and

better. 

This past summer, in preparation of the school year, we were blessed to be

able to purchase three new SMART Boards – one for the K-1st grade room,

one for the 2nd-4th grade room, and one for the 5th-8th grade room. These

high-tech projection display boards allow our teachers to create interactive

learning experiences to engage our students in any subject! 

I would like to thank all parents who were able to come to our Parent

Orientation/Open House a week before the start of the school year. During

our time together, we encouraged our school families to volunteer at various

times throughout the school year. But I would also like to extend this
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invitation to you, as members of Trinity Lutheran Church. Our school

secretary Deb Mathey has begun a running list of various tasks that we think

would be a great opportunity for not only our school families, but also for

other church members. So please take the time to think about volunteering

your time throughout this school year!

God’s blessings to you!

In Christ,

Mr. Josh Danell

Principal, Grades 5-8 Teacher

Trinity Lutheran School

From the President

We are very blessed to have the true word preached to us on a weekly basis

and have the opportunity to attend two different Bibles classes; Sunday

following church service and Wednesday morning at 9:00.  I encourage you to

contact members you know and haven’t seen in church lately as they may be

drifting away and need some encouragement to return to a regular worship

schedule.

As of August 31st, we have received $7,078 for debt reduction towards the

anticipated fiscal 19-20 year (July 1st thru June 30th) deficit of $39,500.

Office location has changed for the Church

Administrator as this is a direct support

position for pastor, Mondays this person will

be located in the school office, Tuesday,

Wednesday, Thursday and Fridays she will

be located in the church basement to

support pastor, you can contact her at

715-732-9868 for either location.

I’m appealing to all voting members of our

congregation to consider serving on a

committee.  At present there are openings

on Elders, Stewardship, Evangelism and

Buildings and Grounds.  In order for our

congregation to serve our membership we depend on volunteers to fill these
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positions.   There are other volunteers working behind the scenes that help

with church services.

On the table in back of church there is a list of current committee members

along with contact information.  Should you have any questions, feel free to

contact them.

Blessings, Vilas Schroeder

Trunk or Treat 

Join us for the 4th  annual TRUNK

or TREAT on Thursday, October 31st,

starting at 4:00pm. 

We want to make this very family

friendly (please no super scary trunks.)

We also want to honor God with

everything we do. 

This is a great way to share our

love and God’s love with our community.

Don't want to decorate your trunk? Just

think of your car as your front porch.

We’re looking for volunteers to help with set-up and take-down, host

trunks, run games, be at concession stand, welcome public, donate candy,

juice or Christian trinkets for handouts. If you have a cool yard game or idea

for a fun Halloween-type game you'd like to run for the kids, we'd love to

have your help!

Sign-up sheets in the basement for volunteering and to donations.

Contact Heather Peterson at 715-923-0802 (cell) or email

hpeterson213@gmail.com, with any questions.

Come, join the fun, and let your light shine for His glory! 

Board of Elders 

Members of the board of Elders are Fred Schrank and Donn Yunke. 

Welcome Home

In January we are going to start the synod’s Welcome Home program. 
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THE BLESSING OF "HOME"

There's something about home. Home is where you relax after a long

day of work. Home is where you can let your hair down, because you know

the people there will love you, even with your quirks and flaws. Home is

where you feel most safe, in a world which is anything but.

Jesus intended for his church to be more than a school where we

learn about God's Word. He intended it to be more than a cathedral where we

praise our Creator. Jesus intended for church to be a home, a place where we

gather with Christian family and enjoy all the blessings of home.

In February, we are celebrating Welcome Home Sunday. We will talk

about the importance of having the support of a Christian community. One

major goal for this Sunday? We want to have 100% of our members in

attendance. Let's pack the house! Let's see what that looks like, when every

member comes together. When we settle on a Sunday, please do everything

possible to set that date aside so you can join your brothers and sisters in

Christ.

Small Group Bible Study

We want to offer Small Group Bible Studies again. If you’ve ever been

to one, you know the joy and the fulfillment of meeting with friends around

the Word of God. The Board will be calling people to help serve as facilitators

and hosts this month. We hope the get the groups up and running again from

October through December.

Help Reach People We Love

You may have noticed that we recently we published names in our

bulletin of several members that we have had trouble reaching. We publish

the list to ask for your help in reaching these precious souls. We made several

attempts to contact each one of them, but for a variety of reasons, we did

not succeed. 

If you know someone on the list, please talk with them about their

faith and their place in our Trinity family. We want everyone to be in God’s

house, sitting at the feet of their Savior. We want these wonderful people to

hear God’s Word and to take part in the Sacraments. 

We want everyone to walk with Jesus. If you can help someone hear

the voice of their Savior, you might be saving someone’s soul.
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Make a Difference Sunday

On October 6, we’re holding a special service

called Make a Difference Sunday. God has brought all

kinds of people with all kinds of gifts together at

Trinity to serve him in their own unique ways. You

might be surprised at how many ministries are active

and how many people are involved in ministries at

Trinity.

Sue Carow has been working with Pastor to identify all the different

volunteer opportunities we have in our congregation. We want to let you

know all the different ministries that are touching lives in our congregation

and in our community. We also want you to be able to find your place in using

your talents in God’s service. 

We’re asking people to describe the ministries they are involved in so

you can find a place that fits your gifts and your interests. If you’re not sure

about where you would enjoy serving your Savior, try them all! (Probably not

all at the same time, though.) We have great people at Trinity, serving an

even greater God! Let’s serve him together

Stewardship 

We started a new stewardship program in August called 10 for 10, which

means tithing  for 10 weeks. “Tithing” means giving 10% of your income. Fill

out your information card which you received in the mail, and return them by

September 29th. This program goes for 10 weeks until the first week in

December.

Membership Resignation

 We need names of members to be recognized for their faithful service in our

church.

Talent-Time

We need more good men to serve on our church board. Stewardship - Elders

– Evangelism, and Board of Education.
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Church Pictorial 

We will be creating a new family directory during the second week of

November and need your help with volunteer assistance with things like:

1. contacting families

2. check in families during the photography days/hours

3. greeting families at our photography event

4. helping with photography sign-up

5. and more!

A directory can help us get to know each other and a well done family

picture is always a treasure. Let’s record our church family in picture. 

Be Part of C19

One million souls. That is the goal. To share the gospel with one million souls

prior to and on Christmas Eve. That goal is part of WELS Congregational

Services' C19 program. The only way to achieve that goal is for all WELS

members, young and old, to embrace the privilege and responsibility of

sharing Christ with unchurched friends, relatives, and neighbors. A simple way

to do that-invite them to come with your family to your congregation's

Christmas Eve worship service. A recent survey found that 80% of unchurched

adults would seriously consider accepting an invitation, extended by a friend,

to attend a Christmas Eve service. C19 seeks to encourage every member of

our WELS family to do just that. 

We're providing postcards and

invitation cards that you can hand to your

friends, neighbors, and family. The card

pictured here is a business sized card that

will have our service information and the

church address. It's an easy way to

provide a reminder of the service. 

Invite people to come with your family!

People are far more likely to come if they can come with someone they know!

For more information, go to welscongregationalservices.net/c19.
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On the Lighter Side 
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