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Gossip

Gossip is a sin (Rom 1:29; 2 Cor 12:20). But it’s a popular sin. We’ve all

heard it. We know people who do it. We’ve probably indulged in it

ourselves. Maybe we’ve even heard it defended it with, “But it’s true!”

or “I just warning you!” or “You need to know this!” 

Gossip is like a secret craving. We say we don't like it, but when it's

within earshot, we almost can't resist. We get an urge to know what we

don't know… about somebody else.

Why is it so hard to resist? It gratifies our curiosity, it makes us feel

superior, and it helps us feel informed... about other people. Proverbs

18:8 says, "The words of a gossip are like choice morsels; they go down

to the inmost parts." Gossip goes down easy.

You might think, “Nope. Not me. I don’t gossip. Sure, I talk about

people; who doesn’t? But I don’t gossip; that would be wrong.” 

You might be more involved with gossip than you know. We know

that gossip is saying bad things about people. But gossip is also listening

to bad things about people. Proverbs 17:4 says, "Wrongdoers eagerly

listen to gossip; liars pay close attention to slander." (NLT)

How do we know what's gossip and what's not gossip? If
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anyone says, "I want to tell you bad things about someone," that's

gossip. It doesn’t matter if they say it’s for your own good, or if it’s true,

gossip is saying bad things about someone. 

You might ask, “What if I want to help someone and I’m looking for

advice? Is that still gossip?” There is a difference between seeking

advice and gossip. Gossip is focused on what you know about someone.

Seeking advice is focused on how you can help someone.

Gossip does not forgive; it judges. Gossip does not talk with its

subject; it’s “just between the two of you.” Gossip doesn’t check facts;

it just wants you to accept its own version of them. Gossip doesn’t listen

to both sides of a story; it just wants you to believe what  you’re told.

Gossip puts the worst construction on events. Some people will say that

they don’t gossip, but they will answer questions if they’re asked. That

means that they won’t gossip unless they’re asked; then they’re happy

to gossip. 

There are many types of gossip. Let’s see what the Bible says.

Slander

Slander is spreading rumors or lies about a person to cause damage

purposely. If it’s written, then it’s called libel. The Bible commands us to

have nothing to do with it. "But now you must rid yourselves of all such

things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from

your lips" (Colossians 3:8), and, "Brothers, do not slander one another"

(James 4:11).

Classic Gossip

Classic gossip is simply sharing negative information you learned

about someone. Maybe the intent isn't to directly cause damage, but by

keeping the gossip alive, it continues to spread and taint the image of

the person it's about. Proverbs 20:19 tells us that a gossip betrays a

confidence; so avoid a man who talks too much. James 5:9 says, "Don't

grumble against each other, brothers, or you will be judged. The Judge

is standing at the door!"

Rumors

A rumor is something you hear (and it's not good). It’s also not

confirmed as true. But you tell someone or ask someone else about it to

get more info. The rumor mill turns and turns and the gossip spreads.

Proverbs 13:3 says, "He who guards his lips guards his life, but he who

speaks rashly will come to ruin." Paul tells us, “Do not entertain an

accusation against an elder unless it is brought by two or three
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witnesses” (1 Timothy 5:19). 

Backbiting

Backbiting is speaking spiteful or slanderous words about another

who is not present and can do nothing in defense. It's secretive, and the

Bible warns us that God will judge those who do it (Psalm 101:5).

Mocking

Taking part of truth and turning it into a joke about someone that

makes someone question their character. (e.g. “Maybe they will actually

get off the couch today long enough to blahblah. haha.”)  It serves as

a “humorous” way to spread more gossip. Joking can hurt. God says,

"Drive out the mocker, and out goes strife; quarrels and insults are

ended" (Prov 22:10)

Perversity

Making someone question or assume something about the

character of a person. For example: “Isn't it weird how he keeps staring

at your girlfriend when you're not looking?” Proverbs 16:28 says, "A

perverse man stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends."

The Solution

Proverbs 26:20 gives us the antidote for spreading rumors:

“Without wood a fire goes out; without a gossip a quarrel dies down.”

We cannot stop all rumors, but we can refuse to participate in them. We

can break the “telephone” chain and refuse to pass it on. When we hear

slanderous news, we should go to the source and check it out. If we are

not part of the solution, and the person we are telling is not part of the

solution, then the news is not ours to propagate. Our sinful natures

enjoy possessing a juicy morsel of information that would gain us

attention in the telling. But when we are willing to recognize the

selfishness of that desire, we can repent of it and dedicate our mouths

to the glory of God (Psalm 19:14).
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Evangelism News 

Living Nativity & Christmas for Kids

The Evangelism Committee was excited to present the 2nd

Annual Christian Contemporary Artist series held in conjunction with

our "Living Nativity" in December. Our Living Nativity served 343

people this year with the true message of Christmas. We are looking

for a new director team to head our Living Nativity in 2019. Consider

your gifts and ask God if this is a way you can serve him. 

Our "Christmas for Kids program took place at Trinity to share

the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, with children ages 4-10. Thanks

to all the many volunteers who have helped make the Living Nativity,

and "Christmas for Kids" a celebration of Jesus birth.  Not only was

this an outreach to our community, but it is also a work of the Holy

Ghost to all of us to strengthen our faith with Christian fellowship.

Spring Door-to-Door Canvasing

Pastor Tesch will start Evangelism training Thursday, February

28th at 6:30 p.m. We will hold a 45 minute seminar on How Can I

Share My Faith? We will talk about things as simple as hanging flyers

on doors, to how to talk to your neighbors about spiritual things, and

as far as defending a hostile challenge to your faith. 

We will have the opportunity to put our faith into practice in

April as we carry out our Spring Canvassing. We are planning to

canvass our neighborhoods on April 4-6 and again on April 11-13. This

first phase will be hanging invitations and information on doors. We

will follow up with Phase 2 on April 25-27 and May 2-4 with

door-to-door personal introductions and invitations to worship.  Then

in Phase 3, we will follow up with any prospects that have expressed

interest.
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Easter 4 Kids

We are looking forward to presenting Easter 4 Kids again this

year. On the Day before Easter (Saturday April 20), we want to share

the joy of Easter with the children in our neighborhoods. We can't do

this without you! We need God's faithful people to share the message

of life with the gifts God has given you! This is a great opportunity to

serve your Lord with your church family! Make plans to help with

stories, crafts, food, songs, or any other gift that will make this a

success.

Anyone interested in helping out with the canvasing or serving on the

Evangelism Board please contact Pastor Tesch

(pastortesch@gmail.com or 715-587-8521), Craig Vieth

(craigvieth@yahoo.com or 920-241-4534), or Polly Baneck. What a

better way to serve the Lord, as he has commanded us to go out, and

teach all nations. Evangelism Committee

To You Who Bring Small Children to Church 

There you are sitting in worship or Bible study. Your child, or toddler,

is restless. Perhaps they’re even a little boisterous. You try to silence

them, and nothing. You try to pacify them with food or toys, and

nothing. Eventually, you resort to the last thing you wanted to do:

you pick them up, and before a watching audience, you make the

march out of the auditorium. All the while, you’re a little

embarrassed. Maybe you’re a little frustrated too. You might even

think to yourself, “There’s no point in coming to church. I get nothing

out of it because I have to constantly care for my kid.”

I want you — you mothers and/or fathers — to know just how

encouraging you are to so many. The little elderly woman who often

fells alone beams with a smile at the sight of you wrestling with your

little one. She’s been there before. She knows how hard it can be, but
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she smiles because to hear that brings back precious memories. To

see young parents and their small children brighten her day, and she

may have just received bad news this week about her health, but

seeing the vitality of young ones removes — if but for a moment —

her fears.

The older man who always seems to be grouchy notices you too. He’s

always talking about how children in this day have no respect or

sense of good. But, he sees you — a young family — in church, and

you don’t miss any gathering. Like clockwork, he can depend on the

sight of you and your young family. You give him hope that maybe

the church isn’t doomed after all, because there are still young

parents who love God enough to bring their restless children to

worship.

Bring your children to church. If you don’t hear crying, the church is

dying. As hard as it might be for you as a parent who’s half-asleep,

keep on doing what you’re doing. You are an encouragement, and

you’re starting off your children’s lives as you should.

Copied: (Author Unknown)

Stewardship Committee

“Serve the Lord with Gladness”

We think of Stewardship in three ways: Time. Talent and Treasures.

Our treasures are our contributions and monetary gifts which seems

to get most of our attention. However, this is a good time to put a

little more emphasis on Time and Talent. Think about giving some of

your valuable time by serving on one of our congregation boards,

projects, church committees, door greeters, choir, being an usher or

helping at our school. Everyone is blessed with special talents.

Realize your talents, and use your talents to “serve the Lord with

Gladness”. 

Submitted by the Stewardship Committee
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Get To Know Us Josh & Kelly Danell 

Dear members and families of Trinity Lutheran

Church and School, 

Both Kelly and I are very excited to continue

our teaching ministry at Trinity in Marinette

next school year! We are looking forward to

our transition up north sometime this summer

and hope to get to know all of you soon! In the

meantime, here is a little bit about both of us, our hobbies, ministry

experiences, and the like. 

Kelly: 

I graduated from Martin Luther College in 2014 with my elementary

education degree, with a middle school math emphasis. I taught 3rd

and 4th grade at St. John's Lutheran School in Redwood Falls, MN.

After one year, Josh and I were reassigned to Geneva, NE and have

been here ever since. I have enjoyed teaching kindergarten through

4th grade for the past four years. It is such a blessings to see children

share their faith and teach each other in a multi-grade classroom

setting. In my free time, I enjoy home renovation projects, watching

movies, going out for dinner, and outdoor activities. 

Josh:

I graduated from Martin Luther College in 2013 and was assigned to

be an Admissions Counselor at MLC for two years. I gained some

different experiences as I traveled to nine of our synod's Lutheran

High Schools, encouraging students to become pastors, teachers,

and staff ministers. After those two years, Kelly and I were both

reassigned to Geneva, NE where we are currently teaching. We have

been in Geneva for about 4 years and have enjoyed bringing the

gospel to God's children here at Grace. In my free time, I love working

outside, woodworking, and watching what I can of the Packers and

Badgers!
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Board of Education

Serving on the Board: 

Tim Baneck (chairman), Kris Charapata (treasurer), Paul Kamin

(secretary), Todd Thayer, Jason Feuz

2018-19 Goals:

1. expand policy manual to include student safety, employee

handbook;

2. WELSSA: Complete 75 standards by June 30, 2019

3. develop marketing/branding plan that connects with Outreach

plans within the Ministry Plan

4. Reconvene Call process in November to seek Principal for 2019-20

Enrollment as of February 20, 2019: 

K - Grade 8:  43 

Preschool:    21 

Total:            64

Staff News:

Liz Broring (December graduate from Martin Luther College) started

teaching our grades 5-8 students on January 2.

Jessica Desotell will return from maternity leave to teach preschool

on March 25.

Barb Tesch is retiring from the teaching ministry upon completion of

this school year.

Josh and Kelly Danell accepted our divine call for next year's principal

and teacher vacancies.  

Highlights:

! Students in grades 2-8 have begun to use their digital mobile

devices that were purchased with a $1000 donation from

Stephenson National Bank.

! The teachers and the Board of Education are working toward

completing the synod's school accreditation standards, with a

goal to complete 75 standards by July 1 and attain full

accreditation by 2021.  

! We have 16 students enrolled through the Wisconsin Parental

Choice Program for 2018-19.

! The PTO sponsored a Winter Carnival for children in the

community on February 9.

! Students provided entertainment for a special Valentine's Day

event with the Ladies Aid and parents.

! As of Feb 20, there have been 7 school cancellations due to

inclement weather - the Board of Education will need to

determine how many additional school days will need to be

added at its March 12 meeting.

! To increase our level of school safety and continuity of

instruction, please use the Carney Avenue door to enter the

school during instructional times (8:00-3:00).

Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (School Choice):

Application for this free-tuition program runs from February 1

through April 20. It provides free tuition for qualified families. Public

school and homeschool students are able to enter the Choice

program at any grade level. Contact our Choice Administrator at

715-330-5250 for more details on how to participate in this

opportunity.

March 4-8      Spring Break

March 14 @ 6:30 Parent informational meeting on School 

Choice at school. Child care provided.

March 17 PreK-1 sing for church service

March 20-21 Parent-Teacher Conferences  (3:00-8:00)

March 21 @ 7:30  Parent input session with Board of Education 

(following PTO meeting) 

April 21 Grades K-7 sing for church service

May 19 Grades 2-7 sing for church service

Visit our School Calendar and Newsletters on the Web: 

https://trinitymarinette.com/school/school-calendar/
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Board of Elders

The Board of Elders has a full board now. Brian Sellen is our newest

member. Please show your support for him and other Board members by

praying for them and please consider volunteering to join a Board or

Committee. Our Board members give up hours of their own family time in

order to support the church and it congregation. If we can get all of our

Boards filled, these hours will decrease.

1Thessalonians 5:11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other

up, just as in fact you are doing.

We will again be starting our Small Groups. Pastor and Fred will be

organizing and contacting members. If you are interested in hosting or

facilitating a group you can also contact one of us, you don’t have to wait

for our call. Small Groups are a great way to learn more about the Bible

and connect with fellow members. You can invite anyone to your Group,

we encourage you to consider asking non members of the church. What

an excellent way to reach out to people that have never heard the word!

Did you know that people have a great time at these Groups while

learning?

Psalm 149:3-4 Let them praise his name with dancing and make music to

him with timbrel and harp [4] For the Lord takes delight in his people; he

crowns the humble with victory.

The Discipleship Coordinator is part of the Board of Elders. Our

Discipleship Coordinator has resigned. We have been working on a

temporary plan that we feel will best fill this position for the next year.

The following people have agreed to take on the responsibilities; Pastor

Tesch, Principal Josh Danell, Fred Schrank and Barb Tesch. Together they

bring a wide variety of experience to the position. We feel positive with

this change and know that we can bring opportunities and events to

Trinity as we work with our congregation.

Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do

good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

The snow seems to be nonstop lately along with some very frigid days. A
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reminder to please check on your neighbors and family members,

especially the elderly. We are a church family and encourage everyone to

help each other. Many of our elderly members can’t make it to church

during the winter because they need assistance. Please consider giving

them a ride to church and back home. These days can be long and lonely

for everyone. A visit to read the Bible to someone, or just coffee and

fellowship will bring much needed joy to someone that is homebound,

whether they are elderly, ill or disabled.

1Corinthians 13:4-7 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not

boast, it is not proud.[5] It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking,

it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.[6] Love does not

delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.[7] It always protects, always

trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

God’s blessings, 

Fred Schrank

Chairman Board of Elders

On the Lighter Side 

God hiding 

One Sunday as they drove home from

church, a little girl turned to her

mother and said, "Mommy, there’s

something about the preacher’s

message this morning that I don’t

understand." The mother said, "Oh?

What is it?" The little girl replied, "Well,

he said that God is bigger than we are.

He said God is so big that He could

hold the whole world in His hand. Is

that true?"  The mother replied, "Yes,

that's true, honey." "But Mommy, he also said that God comes to live inside

of us when we believe in Jesus as our Savior. Is that true, too?" Again, the

mother assured the little girl that what the pastor had said was true. With a

puzzled look on her face the little girl then asked, "If God is bigger than us

and He lives in us, wouldn't He show through?"
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