
Name  ____________________

7th & 8th grade - 2 passages
6th - 1 passage; may skip 1 question The 8th Commandment
5th - 1 passage; may skip 2 questions pages 97-102

1. Write the Eighth Commandment.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him or give him a bad name, but
defend him, speak well of him and take his words and actions in the kindest possible way.

2. Why is a good name important?

Genesis 39:1-20 [Joseph is thrown into prison because of a lie about him.]
1 Samuel 19:1-6 [Jonathan defends David by speaking well of him.]

A good name is important because it determines whether people will respect us, trust us, or believe the truth about us.

3. Passage - How do people sin against the eighth commandment?

Colossians 3:9 Do not lie to each other since you have put off the old self with its practices.
Leviticus 19:16 You shall not go around spreading slander among your people. You shall not testify falsely against
your neighbor in a capital case. I am the LORD.
Proverbs 19:5 A false witness will not go unpunished. He breathes lies and will not escape.
a. By lying to or about someone. (Personally, in writing, in court, etc.)

Proverbs 16:28 A perverse man spreads conflict, and a gossip separates intimate friends.
Proverbs 11:9 With his mouth the godless person destroys his neighbor, but righteous people are rescued by

knowledge.
1 Timothy 5:13 At the same time, they also learn to be lazy as they go about from house to house. They not only learn

to be lazy, but also to be gossips and busybodies, saying things that they should not say.
b. By spreading gossip or saying anything that would give someone a bad name.

Proverbs 11:13 A gossip goes around betraying secrets, but a trustworthy spirit keeps a matter confidential.
Proverbs 25:9 Argue your case with your neighbor, but do not reveal someone else’s secret.
c. By betraying someone’s confidence (revealing private information that could hurt someone.)

Proverbs 6:16–19 These are six things the Lord hates, seven things that really disgust him: arrogant eyes, a lying
tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that run quickly to do evil, a false
witness who breathes lies, and a person who spreads conflict between brothers.
d. By using words to cause pain or trouble for someone.

4. Why is it so important that we be careful with our words?

Romans 1:29–32 They are filled with every kind of unrighteousness, evil, greed, and wickedness. They are full of
envy, murder, quarreling, deceit, and malice. They are gossipers, slanderers, God-haters, insolent mockers, arrogant
boasters, and loudmouths. They dream up evil things. They disobey their parents. They are senseless, faithless,
heartless, and merciless. Even though they know God’s righteous decree that those who do these things are worthy of
death, such people not only continue to do them, but also approve of others who continue to commit such sins..
James 3:2,5-6 To be sure, we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a fully
mature man, able to bridle his whole body as well... So also the tongue is a small part of the body, yet it also boasts
great things. Consider how a little flame can set a large forest on fire! And the tongue is a fire. It is set among the
parts of our body as a world of unrighteousness that stains the whole body, sets the whole course of life on fire, and
is set on fire by hell.

God warns us about the damage we can do with our words and the punishment we deserve because of it.



5. Passage - How does the Eighth Commandment guide us in the way we speak?

Ephesians 4:15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we would in all things grow up into Christ, who is the head.
Ephesians 4:25 Therefore, after you put away lying, let each of you speak truthfully with your neighbor, because we
are all members of one body.
a. We speak the truth in love.

1 Peter 3:8–10 Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another. Show sympathy, brotherly love, compassion,
and humility. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. Instead, speak a blessing, because you were called for
the purpose of inheriting a blessing. Indeed: Let the one who wants to love life and to see good days keep his tongue
from evil and his lips from saying anything deceitful.
b. We speak well of people. Instead of repaying insult with insult, we are sympathetic and bless people.

Proverbs 31:8–9 Speak up for those who cannot speak. Speak for the rights of all those who are defenseless. Speak
up, judge fairly, and defend the oppressed and needy.
c. We defend people. We speak up for them when no one else does.

Matthew 26:6-13 [Jesus defended Mary and modeled what it means to take someone’s words and actions in the
kindest possible way.]
d. We take people’s words and actions in the kindest possible way.

1 Corinthians 13:5–7 It does not behave indecently. It is not selfish. It is not irritable. It does not keep a record of
wrongs. It does not rejoice over unrighteousness but rejoices with the truth. It bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.
e. We keep no record of wrongs.

6. What does God want us to do when we sin against someone?

Matthew 5:23-24 So if you are about to offer your gift at the altar, and there you remember that your brother has
something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother. Then
come and offer your gift.

Romans 12:18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, maintain peace with everyone.
God wants us to reconcile with them. As far as it is possible with you, make it right.

7. How does God want us to treat people who sin against us?

Matthew 18:15 If your brother sins against you, go and show him his sin just between the two of you. If he listens to
you, you have regained your brother.
a. Instead of talking about them, we talk with them.

Luke 17:3 Watch yourselves. “If your brother sins, rebuke him. If he repents, forgive him.
b. When forgive when someone repents.

8. Write your next part from the chart.

9. 8th Grade - Write the one of the three Articles.

10. Were you in church this last week? If so, where? If not, why not? Did you attend a Bible Class or Footsteps?


