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1. Write the Third Article.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
What does this mean?

I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him.
But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true

faith.  In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it
with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

In this Christian church He daily and fully forgives sins to me and all believers.
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.

2. What is the holy Christian Church?

Ephesians 2:19–22 - 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s
people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus
himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in
the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
Acts 2:46–47 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and
ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord
added to their number daily those who were being saved.

The holy Christian church is all people everywhere who believe Christ Jesus as their Savior.

3. Who is the only who can tell who really believes (a member of the invisible church)?

1 Samuel 16:7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him.
The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at
the heart.”
2 Timothy 2:19 Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: “The Lord knows
those who are his,” and, “Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness.”

Only God can see faith in a person’s heart. He’s the only one who knows who really believes, who is a member of the
holy Christian church.

4. Passage - Where is the only place you can find the holy Christian church?

Isaiah 55:11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what
I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
Matthew 18:20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”
Matthew 28:19-20 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am
with you always, to the very end of the age.”
John 8:31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.

The holy Christian church can only be found where God’s word is proclaimed and the sacraments are administered.

5. Passage - How does God want us to test churches?

Acts 17:11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received the
message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.
1 John 4:1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because
many false prophets have gone out into the world.
Matthew 28:19-20 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am



with you always, to the very end of the age.”
John 8:31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.

God wants us to check to make sure that what they’re teaching is really what the Bible says.

6. Passage - What does God want us to do in church?

Hebrews 10:25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
1 Thessalonians 5:11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.

a. God wants us to worship and study his word together to encourage each other and grow stronger in faith together.

1 Corinthians 10:17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf.
Acts 1:14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and
with his brothers.
Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.

b. God wants us to pray together, to go the Lord’s supper together, and to preach and teach the Gospel together.

John 21:15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
Psalm 78:4-7 We will not hide them from their descendants; we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds
of the LORD, his power, and the wonders he has done. He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in
Israel, which he commanded our ancestors to teach their children, so the next generation would know them, even the
children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell their children. Then they would put their trust in God and would
not forget his deeds but would keep his commands.
Joel 1:3 Tell it to your children, and let your children tell it to their children, and their children to the next
generation.
Proverbs 22:6 Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.

c. God wants us to teach his word and his love to our children.

Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
Acts 13:2-3 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and
Saul for the work to which I have called them.” So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them
and sent them off.
Philippians 4:16 for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than once when I was in need.

d. God wants us to send our and to support missionaries.

7. Passage - What does God tells us to do when we discover churches or organizations who teach things contrary to the
Word of God?

Matthew 7:15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are
ferocious wolves.
2 Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own
desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.
Romans 16:17 I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in
your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them.
Galatians 1:8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to
you, let them be under God’s curse!
Titus 3:10 Warn a divisive person once, and then warn them a second time. After that, have nothing to do with them.

God wants us to warn them, and, if they won’t listen, to keep away from them.

8. Why does God want us to separate from those who don’t teach God’s word faithfully?

John 17:17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.
John 14:6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.



John 8:31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.
Matthew 7:15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are
ferocious wolves.
2 Corinthians 11:3 But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow
be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.
2 Timothy 2:17 Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus,
Revelation 22:18-19 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything to
them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this scroll. And if anyone takes words away from this
scroll of prophecy, God will take away from that person any share in the tree of life and in the Holy City, which are
described in this scroll.

a. Out of love for God’s Word.

b. Out of love for our own souls.

c. Out of love for their souls.

9. What are the six major Lutheran Confessions?
a. The Small Catechism
b. The Large Catechism
c. The Augsburg Confession
d. The Apology of the Augsburg Confession
e. The Smalcald Articles
f. The Formula of Concord

10. What was chapel about yesterday?

11. How many times were you in church this last week? Where? If not, why not? Did you attend a Bible Class or
Footsteps?


