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1. Write the Third Article up to the words “one true faith.”
The Third Article.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.
What does this mean?

I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him.
But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true

faith.  In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it
with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

In this Christian church He daily and fully forgives sins to me and all believers.
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.
This is most certainly true.

2. Passage - How does the Bible tells us that the Holy Spirit is God?

Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
Acts 5:3-4 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy
Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? Didn’t it belong to you before it was
sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such a thing? You
have not lied just to human beings but to God.”
a. The Holy Spirit is called God.

Psalm 139:7-8 Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the heavens,
you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.
b. The Holy Spirit is described as having characteristics only God has.

 Genesis 1:1-2 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty,
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.
Titus 3:5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through
the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,
c. The Holy Spirit does work only God can do.

3. What is the focus of the work of the Holy Spirit? (What is the main thing the Holy Spirit does?)

1 Corinthians 12:3 No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
1 Corinthians 1:2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy
people, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours:

The Holy Spirit calls us out of the darkness of unbelief to faith and he makes us holy.

4. Why is the work of the Holy Spirit so important to us?

1 Corinthians 2:14 The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but
considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit.
Ephesians 2:1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,
Romans 8:7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so.
1 Corinthians 12:3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be
cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus i s Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

Without the Holy Spirit we could never be saved. We could never understand or believe the message of the Gospel.
We would remain enemies of God. Faith requires an act of God.



5. Passage - How does the Holy Spirit call us to faith? (Where does faith come from?)

Romans 10:17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word
about Christ.
Acts 2:38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
2 Timothy 3:15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
John 17:17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.

The Holy Spirit gives faith through the Word of God and the Sacraments.

6. Passage - What ongoing work does the Holy Spirit do after our conversions?

Isaiah 41:10 So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and
help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
Ephesians 3:16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your
inner being,
1 Peter 5:10 And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little
while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.

The Holy Spirit strengthens our faith.

7. Passage - Why is the ongoing work of the Holy Spirit to keep us in the true faith so necessary?

1 Peter 5:8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for
someone to devour.
Ephesians 6:11-12 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For
our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of
this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
2 Corinthians 11:3 But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow
be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.
Galatians 5:17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They
are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want.

The devil, the world, and our sinful flesh work to weaken and destroy our faith.

8. Passage - What attitude do Christians display toward hearing the Word of God and using the sacraments?

Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone
who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.
Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.
Revelation 1:3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and
take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near.

We want to hear, read, and study God’s Word regularly. We want to be faithful in our use of the sacraments.

9. What was chapel about yesterday?

10. How many times were you in church this last week? Where? If not, why not? Did you attend a Bible Class or
Footsteps?


