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Questions 342-352

1. Write either the Second Petition for the Third Petition.
The Second Petition
Thy kingdom come.

What does this mean?
God's kingdom certainly comes by itself even without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may also

come to us.
How does God's kingdom come?

God's kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy
Word and lead a godly life now on earth and forever in heaven.

The Third Petition
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

What does this mean?
God's good and gracious will certainly is done without our prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be done

among us also.
How is God's will done?

God's will is done when He breaks and defeats every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world and our sinful
flesh, which try to prevent us from keeping God's name holy and letting His kingdom come. And God's will is done
when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and in the faith as long as we live. This is His good and gracious
will.

2. Why do we continue to pray for God’s kingdom to come even though Christ already rules in our hearts?

Mark 9:24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”

a. We want God to increase Christ’s rule in our hearts by strengthening our faith.

Matthew 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

b. We want God to extend Christ’s rule to the hearts of many others who are not yet Christians.

3. How do the devil, the world and our sinful nature (flesh) constantly try to prevent God’s will from being done on
earth?

1 Peter 5:8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone
to devour.

a. The devil tries to lead people away from God’s Word, so that they live in unbelief and sin.

1 Corinthians 15:33 Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.”

b. The people and things of the world lead people to ignore, forget, or deny Jesus.

Galatians 5:17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They
are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want.

c. The sinful nature (flesh) promotes a hatred of God’s word and an enjoyment of sin.

4. How can God’s will be done among us?

a. Only when God breaks and defeats every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature
(flesh).

James 4:7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

b. Only when God strengthens and keeps us firm in his Word and in the faith as long as we live.

5. What was chapel about this morning?

6.  Were you in church this last Sunday? If so, where? If not, why not? Were you in Footsteps or Bible class?


