
Catechism Final Test

Name ____________________

1. What did Luther find that was so special in the Bible?

Salvation by faith

In Romans 1:17 – For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by
faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”

2. When is Reformation Day and what happened on it? 

a. October 21, 1517 – The day Martin Luther nailed the 95 theses
b. To the castle church door
c. In Wittenberg.

3. The books of the Old Testament.

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1st and 2nd

Samuel, 1st and 2nd Kings, 1st and 2nd Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms,
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs (Song of Solomon), Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

4. The books of the New Testament.

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, 1st & 2nd Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians, 1st & 2nd Thessalonians, 1st & 2nd Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews,
James, 1st & 2nd Peter, 1st, 2nd, & 3rd John, Jude, Revelation.

5.  How can all the words of the Bible be God’s Word if human writers wrote them?

The Holy Spirit told the writers what to write.

2nd Peter 1:21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they
were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

6.  What does God teach us by the law?

God teaches us that we are sinners and that we deserve punishment and damnation.
God tells us what to do and what not to do.

7. Passage - What does God teach us by the Gospel?

John 3:16 – For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life.

God teaches us what he did for us to save us. He sent his son to be our Savior and to die in our place
to pay the penalty for our sins.

8.  Why is it wrong to think that obeying God’s commandments makes slaves of us and takes all the fun
out of life?

Proverbs 14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.

God’s commandments show us the way of wisdom, freedom and happiness. It’s breaking them that
will take all the fun out of life.



9.  What are the three uses of the Law?

a.  Mirror, shows us our sins
b.  Curb, Keeps us away from evil
c.  Passage - Psalm 119:105 – Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

10.  The First Commandment.

You shall have no other gods.
What does this mean?

We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.

11.  What things can we do to give glory to God above all things?

a. When we serve and obey God above anything else.
b. When God is more important to us that anything or anyone else.
c. When we rely on God more than money or anyone or anything else to take care of us.
d. Matthew 4:10 - Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your

God, and serve him only.’”

12. The Second Commandment.

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God
What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not use His name to curse, swear, lie or deceive, or use
witchcraft, but call upon God's name in every trouble, pray, praise and give thanks.

13. How does God want us to use His name?

a. Passage - Psalm 50:15: Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you and you will honor
me.

b. He wants us to use his name to pray – 1 Thessalonians 5:17: Pray continually
c. He wants us to use his name to tell others about him
d. He wants us to use his name to give thanks to him.

14.  The Third Commandment.

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but regard it as holy,
and gladly hear and learn it.

15. Why do we go to church?

a. We want to, not because we have to.
b. Psalm 122:1 - I rejoiced with those who said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord."
c. We want to be fed with the Word by our God-given shepherd (our pastor).
d. We want to praise God.
e. We want to encourage each other.
f. Hebrews 10:25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us

encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.



16. The Fourth Commandment.

Honor your father and mother, that it may go well with you
and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.

What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not dishonor or anger our parents and others in authority, but
honor, serve and obey them, and give them love and respect.

17. Passage - How does God want us to honor His representatives?

Ephesians 6:1 - Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 

He wants us to show them respect at all times.

He wants us to serve and obey them.

18. The Fifth Commandment.

You shall not murder.
What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his body, but help and
befriend him in every bodily need.

19.What does God forbid regarding his gift of body and life?

a. Over-eating, over-drinking, recreational drug use (harming our bodies in any way)

b. Hurting anyone physically

c. Passage - 1 John 3:15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer
has eternal life in him.

d. Hurting anyone emotionally
e. Suicide
f. Murder

20. The Sixth Commandment.

You shall not commit adultery.
What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we lead a pure and decent life in words and actions, and that
husband and wife love and honor each other.

21. Passage - How does a person sin against God’s will in regard to his gift of marriage?

a. Passage - Colossians 3:19 - Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.

b. Cheating on your spouse (having sex with anyone outside of marriage)

c. Divorce for any reason except marital unfaithfulness or desertion.

22.  The Seventh Commandment.

You shall not steal.
What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not take our neighbor's money or property, or get it by
dishonest dealing, but help him to improve and protect his property and means of income.



23. What does God forbid regarding his gift of possessions?

a. Waste possessions.
b. Take others’ possessions by force (robbery)
c. Take others’ possessions secretly (theft)
d. Get others’ possessions by dishonest dealing (fraud)
e. Have greed thoughts about the possessions of others
f. Passage - Luke 12:15: Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does

not consist in the abundance of his possessions.

24. The Eighth Commandment.

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him or give him a bad
name, but defend him, speak well of him and take his words and actions in the kindest possible way.

25. What does God want us to do according to the eighth commandment?

Ephesians 4:15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the
Head, that is, Christ.

a. God wants us to defend the good name of others.
b. God wants us to speak well of others.
c. God wants us to that the words and actions of other in the kindest possible way.
   1 Peter 4:8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.

26.  The Ninth Commandment.
You shall not covet your neighbor's house.

What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not scheme to get our neighbor's inheritance or house, or
obtain it by a show of right, but do all we can to help him keep it.

27. The Tenth Commandment

You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, workers, animals, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not force or entice away our neighbor's spouse, workers or
animals, but urge them to stay and do their duty.

28. What does God mean when he forbids us to covet?

He is forbidding us to have a sinful desire or craving in our hearts for something we should not want
or have.

29.  In what ways is the gospel different from the law?

a. The law is written in our hearts and in the Bible; the gospel is revealed to us only in the Bible.
b. The law teaches us what we have to do and not do; the gospel teaches us what God has done to

save us.
c. The law teaches us that we have sinned and deserve eternal punishment; the gospel teaches us

about our Savior and the gift of eternal life.
d. The law demands obedience and provides no power to do it; the gospel makes no demands and

provides motivation to obey the law.

Passage - Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord. 



30. The 1st Article.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean?

I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me my body and soul, eyes, ears
and all my members, my mind and all my abilities.

And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing and shoes, food
and drink, house and home, spouse and children, land, cattle, and all I own, and all I need to keep my
body and life. God also preserves me by defending me against all danger, guarding and protecting me
from all evil.

All this God does only because he is my good and merciful Father in heaven, and not because I
have earned or deserved it.

For all this I ought to thank and praise, to serve and obey him.
This is most certainly true.

31. In what ways does my heavenly Father protect me?

Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have
been called according to his purpose.

He protects me by keeping evil from me or delivering me from harm.
He protects me by making everything in my life serve for my good.

32. Why didn’t God destroy the world and start over again?

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life.

God loved the world and chose to send his Son to save the world.

33. List three ways you intend to use your gifts to thank God.
a. Worship (how often I intend to worship in God’s house)
b. Service (how I intend to get involved in ministry (usher, altar guild, door greeting, Footsteps, VBS,

evangelism, praise team, small group ministry, etc.))
c. Support (how I intend to help others (pray with friends, hospital visits, food pantry, etc.)
d. Encouragement (how I intend to encourage others to grow in faith (Youth Group, call friends to

invite them to church, youth group, etc., post scripture & events online, etc.)

34.  The Second Article.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of
the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into
hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father Almighty; from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.

What does this mean?
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born

of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord.
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from

death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and
with His innocent suffering and death.

All this He did that I should be His own, and live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, just as He has risen from death and lives and
rules eternally.

This is most certainly true.



35.  Why do I believe Jesus Christ is true God?

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

a. The Bible calls Him God. (Divine Names)
b. He has all of God’s characteristics. (Divine Attributes)
c. He does things only God can do. (Divine Works)
d. The Bible tells my to honor him as God. (Divine Honor)

36.  What did Jesus do as High Priest while he was on earth?

1 John 2:2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the
whole world.

As High Priest, Christ represented the whole world before God and sacrificed himself for the sins of
all. (Vicarious Atonement)

37. Why are we all lost and condemned creatures by nature?

Romans 3:22–23 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.
There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

By nature we are all slaves of sin, death, and the devil.

38. In what sense did Christ’s death free me from the slavery of death?

John 11:25–26 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live,
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

He freed me from the punishment of eternal death in hell. (Christians don’t die; we just move.)

39. Of what does Christ’s resurrection assure us?

John 11:25-26 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will
live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe
this?”

a. Jesus is God.
b. Our sins are truly and completely forgiven.
c. We, too, will rise from the dead and live forever with God in heaven.

40. Of what does Christ’s ascension assure us?

John 14:2-3 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am
going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.

a. Since he returned to heaven as the conquering hero, his ascension assures us that he is our
Redeemer.

b. There is a place where we will be with him forever.

41. On what basis will Christ judge all people?

Mark 16:16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be
condemned.

Christ will judge all people on the basis of whether they believe in him and his Word or not.



42. The 3rd Article.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.

What does this mean?
I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come

to Him.
But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept

me in the true faith.  In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian
church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

In this Christian church He daily and fully forgives sins to me and all believers.
On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in

Christ.
This is most certainly true.

43. By what means did the Holy Spirit call me to faith in Christ?

Romans 10:17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard
through the word of Christ.

The Holy Spirit called me to faith in Christ by the gospel in Word and sacraments. (means of grace)

44. What three enemies try to weaken my faith and keep me from doing good works?

Ephesians 6:11–12 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s
schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms.

The devil, the world and my own sinful nature.

45. What is the holy Christian church?

1 Corinthians 1:2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be
holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord
and ours:

The holy Christian church is all those everywhere who believe in Jesus as their Savior.

46. Why does God want us to separate ourselves from anyone who persists in mixing anything false with
God’s Word?

Matthew 7:15 Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they
are ferocious wolves.

a. We are children of God who love the truth and hate anything false. (Separation out of love for the
truth of God’s Word.)

b. That which is false will spread to us and weaken or destroy our faith. (Separation out of love for
our own souls.)

c. To warn them about the great danger to their souls. (Separation out of love for their souls.)

47. What happens when a person dies?

Ecclesiastes 12:7 and the dust returns to the ground it came from, and the spirit returns to God who
gave it.

When a person dies, their body decays, but their soul is either in hell or with God in heaven.



48. The First Part of Baptism.
First: What is Baptism?

Baptism is not just plain water, but it is water used by God's command and connected with God's
Word.

Which is that Word of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, "Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit!"

49. What does it mean to baptize “in the name of” the triune God?

Ephesians 2:19: Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with
God’s people and also members of his household.

To baptize “in the name of” the triune God means that God makes us members of his blessed family.

50.  Why do we baptize little children?

Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

a. They are included in Christ’s words “all nations.”

Psalm 51:5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

b. They are sinful by nature and must be born again in order to be saved.

Matthew 18:6 “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it
would be better for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the
depths of the sea.

c. They too can believe.

51. The Second Part of Baptism.

Second: What does Baptism do for us?
Baptism works forgiveness of sin, delivers from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all
who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare.

What are these words and promises of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark, "Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but
whoever does not believe will be condemned."

52. How do I put off the old Adam every day?

2 Corinthians 7:10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but
worldly sorrow brings death.

I put off my Old Adam every day by being sorry for my sins and by believing that God forgives my
sins for Jesus’ sake. (Contrition and repentance)

53. The First Part of Communion

First: What is the sacrament of Holy Communion?
It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by

Christ for us Christians to eat and to drink.
Where is this written?



The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and the Apostle Paul tell us: Our Lord Jesus Christ,
on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

54.  What does Jesus tell us is present with the bread and the wine in Holy Communion?
Matthew 26:26–28 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke
it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and when
he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

a. His real body is present with the bread and 
b. that his real blood is present with the wine 
c. (real presence)

55. The Third Part of Communion.

Third: How can eating and drinking do such great things?
It is certainly not the eating and drinking that does such things, but the words, "Given and poured

out for you for the forgiveness of sins."
These words are the main thing in this sacrament, along with the eating and drinking.  And

whoever believes these words has what they plainly say, the forgiveness of sins.

56. Why are we careful about whom we invite to receive Holy Communion?

1 Corinthians 11:29 For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink
judgment on themselves. 

We do not want anyone to bring God’s judgment on himself by receiving Holy Communion in an
unworthy manner.

57. The First Part of Keys.
First: What is the Use of the Keys?

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to His church on earth, to
forgive the sins of penitent sinners, but to refuse forgiveness to the impenitent as long as they do not
repent.

Where is this written?
The holy Evangelist John writes in chapter 20, “Jesus breathed on his disciples and said, ‘Receive

the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are
not forgiven.’”

58. What are the two most important things to remember about the ministry of the keys?

a. We are messengers, not judges. We do not decide who gets forgiven and who doesn’t. We deliver
God’s message of forgiveness to penitent sinners and of judgment to people who refuse to repent.

b. The goal in the use of the keys is always to bring people to repentance and forgiveness.



59. What are the four steps Jesus tells us to take when someone sins against us?

Matthew 18:15–17 15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two
of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two
others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If
they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them
as you would a pagan or a tax collector.

a. God and talk with them by ourselves

b. Bring one or two others along with us to talk
with them

c. Bring it to the church

d. Excommunication (exclude from
communion)

60. Why does God want us to use the Binding Key?

Matthew 18:15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of
you. If they listen to you, you have won them over.

Try to lead the impenitent sinner to repent by announcing God’s terrible judgment on him.

61. Who only may serve as pastors in our congregations?

1 Timothy 2:12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to assume authority over a man; she must be
quiet. 
a. Men who have all the qualifications that God has established may serve as pastors in our

congregations.

b. Men whom the Holy Spirit has led the congregations to choose may serve as pastors in our
congregations. (divine call)

62. The First Part of Confession.
First: What is Confession?

Confession has two parts.  The one is that we confess our sins; the other, that we receive
absolution or forgiveness from the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting but firmly believing that
our sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven.

63.What does God want us to admit when we confess our sins?

Psalm 51:5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

a. He wants us to confess our complete sinfulness: Both that we are sinful by nature and that we have
sinned against him by thought, word, and deed.

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

b. That our sins have separated us from him and that we deserve only death.

64. When is it helpful to make a private confession to our pastor or to a fellow Christian?

Psalm 38:4 My guilt has overwhelmed me like a burden too heavy to bear. 

a. We seek assurance of forgiveness for a sin that especially troubles the conscience.

Matthew 5:23-24 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your
brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be
reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift. 

b. We do something wrong against them.



65. What is prayer?

Psalm 19:14 May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight,
LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.

Prayer is an act of worship in which we speak to God from our hearts.

66. Whose prayers does God hear?

Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face
from you, so that he will not hear.

God hears only the prayers of those who are acceptable to him by faith in Jesus. (This is what it
means to pray in Jesus’ name.)

67. Where and when may a believer pray?

1 Thessalonians 5:17 pray continually,

A believer may pray at any time and anywhere.

68. How do we keep God’s name holy?

Jeremiah 23:28 Let the prophet who has a dream recount the dream, but let the one who has my word
speak it faithfully. For what has straw to do with grain?” declares the LORD.

a. By teaching his Word in its truth and purity.

Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds
and glorify your Father in heaven.

b. When we as the children of God lead holy lives according to his Word.

69. Why do we continue to pray for God’s kingdom to come even though Christ already rules in our
hearts?

Mark 9:24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”

a. We want God to increase Christ’s rule in our hearts by strengthening our faith.

Matthew 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to
you as well.

b. We want God to extend Christ’s rule to the hearts of many others who are not yet Christians.

70. How do the devil, the world and our sinful nature (flesh) constantly try to prevent God’s will from
being done on earth?

1 Peter 5:8 Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion
looking for someone to devour.

a. The devil tries to lead people away from God’s Word, so that they live in unbelief and sin.

1 Corinthians 15:33 Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” 

b. The people and things of the world lead people to ignore, forget, or deny Jesus.

Galatians 5:17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to
the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want.

c. The sinful nature (flesh) promotes a hatred of God’s word and an enjoyment of sin.



71. Why does Jesus teach us to ask for bread for only today?

1 Peter 5:7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.

Jesus teaches us to trust God to supply what we need for each day and not to worry about the future. 

72. How do we show our thanks for God’s forgiveness?

Ephesians 4:32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ
God forgave you.

We forgive from the heart and gladly do good to those who sin against us.

73. What does god do about evil in the world?

Psalm 91:10 no harm will overtake you, no disaster will come near your tent.

Psalm 23:4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
         your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

a. God keeps evil away from us.
b. When God permits evil to come into our lives, he makes it work for our good.
c. When God permits evil to come into our lives, he strengthens and supports us so that we are able to

bear it.

74. Why do we close our prayers with the word “Amen”?

We do not doubt but firmly believe that our Father in heaven will hear and answer our prayers.


