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Questions 304-318

1. Write the First Part of Keys.
First: What is the Use of the Keys?

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to His church on earth, to forgive
the sins of penitent sinners, but to refuse forgiveness to the impenitent as long as they do not repent.

Where is this written?
The holy Evangelist John writes in chapter 20, “Jesus breathed on his disciples and said, ‘Receive the

Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.’”

2. What are the two most important things to remember about the ministry of the keys?

a. We are messengers, not judges. We do not decide who gets forgiven and who doesn’t. We deliver God’s
message of forgiveness to penitent sinners and of judgment to people who refuse to repent.

b. The goal in the use of the keys is always to bring people to repentance and forgiveness.

3. What does Christ mean when he speaks about the keys?

Matthew 16:19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

The special power and right he gives us either to:
To forgives sins (the loosing key) or
To refuse to forgive sins (the binding key).

4. What are the four steps Jesus tells us to take when someone sins against us?

Matthew 18:15–17 15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If
they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that
‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it
to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.

a. God and talk with them by ourselves

b. Bring one or two others along with us to talk
with them

c. Bring it to the church

d. Excommunication (exclude from communion)

5. Why does God want us to use the Binding Key?

Matthew 18:15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they
listen to you, you have won them over.

Try to lead the impenitent sinner to repent by announcing God’s terrible judgment on him.

6. Who only may serve as pastors in our congregations?

1 Timothy 2:12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to assume authority over a man; she must be quiet. 
a. Men who have all the qualifications that God has established may serve as pastors in our congregations.

b. Men whom the Holy Spirit has led the congregations to choose may serve as pastors in our congregations.
(divine call)

7. What was chapel about this morning?

8.  Were you in church this last Sunday? If so, where? If not, why not? Were you in Footsteps or Bible class?


