
Catechism

CHAPTER 1
Catechism and Church History

1. What are we doing here? (Why do we have Confirmation class?)
a. To equip ourselves for good works.
b. To learn how to enjoy life.
c. God commands us to talk about Him and to teach our children about

Him.
d. To learn about life.  There's more to life than what we can see.  "We live

by faith, not by sight."  - 2 Corinthians 5:7 -
e. Our real challenges are spiritual and eternal, not physical.

2. What did Paul say men would do when they didn't want to hear sound
doctrine (God's pure Word) anymore?

2 Timothy 4:3-4 3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound
doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great
number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn
their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.
3. How does the Bible say we are saved?
Ephesians 2:8-9 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.
4. When was Reformation Day and what happened on it?

October 31,1517 - Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses on the Castle Church
door in Wittenberg, challenging anyone to debate with him on these topics.

Catechism Homework
Chapter 1  6th and 7th Grades
4. Suppose Mary, your Catholic friend from across the road, asks you, "What's

difference between your church and the Catholic church?"  What do you an-
swer?  (Remember, you want to keep her as your friend.)

I would say, "Well, our churches teach different things, like, some things yours
teaches are not all from the Bible and you have to earn your way to heaven." -
Ryan Lutz 1993 -

The Lutheran Church teaches God's Word and worships Him alone. The Catholic
Church worships and prays to Mary. Jesus said "I am the Way and the Truth
and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through Me." John 14:6 - Dale
Paasch 1995-96 -

First you would say to her that you would want to take it from the Bible. Then say
that Catholics worship Mary as Jesus and we don't. Then say that they pray to
saints, we don't and they have purgatory and indulgences and the Bible doesn't
have any of those. - Matt Krasselt 1995-96 (test) -
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CHAPTER 2
The Natural Knowledge of God & the Parts of the Bible

5. Why was the Bible written?
John 20:31 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  

It was written so that we can believe and be saved.
6. Why do we want to memorize Scripture?

So that we always have God's Word with us for guidance and for comfort. 
Also when we have Scripture memorized, no one can take it away from us.

7. What are the two parts of the Bible?
a. Old Testament
b. New Testament

8. What is the Old Testament all about?
The promise of the Messiah (Savior)
"Jesus is coming!"

9. What is the New Testament all about?
The promise fulfilled
"Jesus is here!"

10. How many books are in the Bible?
66

11. How many books are in the Old Testament?
39 (count the letters)

Books of the Old Testament
12. Name the Books of the Old Testament.

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges,
Ruth, 1st and 2nd Samuel, 1st and 2nd Kings, 1st and 2nd Chronicles, Ezra,
Nehemiah, Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs
(Song of Solomon), Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel,
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah,
Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

13. How many books are in the New Testament?
27 (multiply the letters)

Books of the New Testament
14. Name the Books of the New Testament.

Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Romans, 1st and 2nd Corinthians,
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1st and 2nd Thessalonians, 1st

and 2nd Timothy, Titus, Philemon, Hebrews, James, 1st and 2nd Peter, 1st, 2nd

and 3rd John, Jude, Revelation
CHAPTER 3

The Inspiration of the Bible
15. What is the Bible?
Psalm 119:105 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.  
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The Bible is God's Word.  It is our guide through life.
Romans 1:16 16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God
for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 

God's Word is power for our salvation
16. How did men know what to write in the Bible?
2 Peter 1:21 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men
spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

God told them what to write.
CHAPTER 4

Law and Gospel
17. What are the two main teachings of the Bible?

a. Law
b. Gospel

18. How did Jesus summarize the Law?
Matthew 22:37-40 37 Jesus replied: ”‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest
commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 
19. What does God teach us by the Gospel?
John 3:16 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

a. Jesus lived for us.
b. Jesus died for us.
c. Jesus was raised from the dead for us.
d. Whoever believes in Jesus will be saved.

20. In what two ways can we fail to obey God's law?
a. Sins of Commission - (Doing things that are wrong)
b. Sins of Omission - (Not doing things that are right)

21. How much of the law do we have to break to deserve to go to hell?
James 2:10 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point
is guilty of breaking all of it. 

one part
CHAPTER 5

Why Do We Obey the Law? (Three Uses)
22. Why would I want to obey God's Law?
Proverbs 14:12 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads
to death.   

God knows what's best for us.  We don't.  His Words make us free.
a. Jesus loves us.
b. Because God is our Maker and we are His people (children).
c. God's laws are perfect, they make us wise, they give us joy, they warn

us, and in keeping them there is great reward.
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23. What are the three uses of the Law?
a. The Mirror (It shows us what we've done.  It shows us that we've broken

God's Law.  The Law shows us what we are supposed to do and we can see that we
haven't.  We can see that we need a Savior, because we haven't kept God's Law and we
never can.  We need someone to do it for us.)

b. The Curb (It keeps us on the road.  It keeps us away from sin.  It shows

us what we shouldn't do and threatens to punish us if we do it.  We know what is right
and wrong and the threat of punishment helps keep people honest.)

c. The Guide (It shows us which way God wants us to go.  Christians don't

hate the Law anymore, they love knowing what God wants them to do and how to make
their lives happier and more God-pleasing.)

Psalm 119:105 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
Catechism Homework

Chapter 5  6th and 7th Grades
24. Your friend, Jennifer, says, "Obeying God's Law all the time makes life pretty

boring.  I mean, you can't do anything!"  Is she right?  What do you tell her?
Proverbs 11:18 The wicked man earns deceptive wages, but he who sows

righteousness reaps a sure reward. (NIV)  Proverbs 22:8 He who sows
wickedness reaps trouble, and the rod of his fury will be destroyed. (NIV) 
Galatians 6:7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what
he sows. (NIV)  If we don't obey God's Law, we will find ourselves in heaps of
trouble, among our friends, with the police and in our own hearts. We will have
pain and an empty life. Isaiah 57:21 "There is no peace," says my God, "for the
wicked." (NIV)  Outside God's Law there is no peace. Following God's Law
brings lasting joy and our fun within the Law doesn't hurt us or anyone else.
"Fun" outside the Law hurts both.

No.  The things God doesn't want us to do are things we shouldn't do anyway,
things that could get us into trouble in one way or another.  God doesn't tell us
we can't have fun, but some of the things that seem so exciting to us, God
knows can cause us future heartache.  We can't see past the idea of what seems
fun, but God has our best interest  at heart.  Proverbs 14:12 "There is a way
that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death."  - Judy Mullen
1993 -

Things that seem fun at the time aren't always good for us.  God loves us and
knows what's best for us. - Jon Weiland 1993 -

No. It frees you from the bondage of self-destruction. Our own evil desires are
what destroy us. - Diane Luedtke 1995-96 -

It isn't boring. You can do just about anything besides destruction and things like
that. I play sports. There are lots of things you can do. Satan is tempting you
to think it's boring. - Joe Krasselt 1995-96 -

You can still do fun things, just don't do them stupidly. It's more fun when you're
not sinning. - LuAnn Luedtke 1995-96 (test) -

CHAPTER 6
The First Commandment - No Other Gods
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25. The First Commandment
You shall have no other gods.

What does this mean?
We should fear, love and trust in God above all things.

26. What does it mean to "fear" God?
Matthew 4:10 - Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written:
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’”

a. Fearing God means that we serve only God, no matter what the rewards for
disobedience (like Satan's offering all the riches of the world to Jesus) or
the punishment for obedience to God (like the Sanhedrin's threats to jail
Peter and the other apostles) may seem to be.

Proverbs 8:13 - To fear the Lord is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil
behavior and perverse speech.

b. To fear the Lord is to hate evil.
c. Fearing God means there is nothing, not even the people we love, that is

more important to us than the Lord our God.
d. Fearing God is to be afraid of Him.  (We know that we've disobeyed and

rebelled, and we know the punishment we deserve!)
Psalm 111:10 - The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his
precepts have good understanding.

e. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.
27. What does it mean to "trust" God above all things?
Proverbs 3:5 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding;  

a. It means that we don't trust our own understanding.  We look to the Lord
for all our guidance.  Just because it seems right to us doesn't mean it is
right and we won't do it without God's OK.  There are ways that seem right
to us that actually lead to death.  God's ways are always perfect (even if we
don't agree with them.)

b. We trust God and remain faithful to Him even when people insult us,
persecute us and falsely say all kinds of evil against us.  For we know that
God works all things for our good.  (cf.  all the prophets and apostles
suffering for Jesus.  The did not lose!)

Catechism Homework
Chapter 6  6th and 7th Grades
28. Jill says she can't afford to give much to church, but she buys all of the latest

fashions.  How is she practicing idolatry?
Colossians 3:5 "Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature:

sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry."
Ephesians 5:5 - 5 For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy

person—such a man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of
Christ and of God. NIV
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She loves her clothes more than she loves God.  She should give to the church first,
before she buys her fashionable clothes, because God should be the most
important thing in our lives. - Judy Mullen 1993 -

She is showing her love for her clothes over God. - Melissa Fellenz 1993 -
Clothes and money are more important than God to her.  She puts that before God.

- Lorraine Trapp (test) 1993 -
She always buys the latest fashions. It isn't sinful, but you can't put the love of

clothes before the love of God and church. - Patrick Weiland 1993 -
She is practicing idolatry because she is putting material things such as her

clothes in front of God. - Robert Brandt 1995-96 -
She is putting more importance on herself than on God. Her clothing is her idol. -

Dale Paasch 1995-96 -
She loves fashions more than God. She puts them before him and in that God is

second to her and not the first thing in her life. The first commandment says,
"You shall have no other gods" and in this Jill is putting the fashion in as the
other God and it is her idol and she should put God first and when she gets
done then she can put toward her fashions. - Matt Krasselt 1995-96 -

Priorities mixed up greatly. . . She put her material interests before God. Probably
never thought of Church/God while purchasing her $100.00 outfit. Sunday rolls
around and all she had was $5.00 - $10.00 if that to offer as her sacrifice to
God. - Robert and Jenise Oertel 1995-96 -

Jill cares more about what name is on her jeans than doing God's work. The Bible
teaches us to use our best for God, not to give our leftovers as Jill is doing. -
Theresa Landwehr 1995-96 -

By giving to herself and not God. - JR Stellar 1997-98 -
Catechism Homework

Chapters 5-6  8th Grade
29. Can Christians listen to music if the words go against God's Will?  Explain.
No.  It might turn them away. - James Weiland 1993 -
No.  Christians can't listen to bad rock music if the words go against God.  They

cant' because those words are from Satan.  We can't let him into our lives.  A
Christian wouldn't want to listen to that music.  - Brad Landwehr 1993 -

No.  After a while the words from the songs will affect the way we talk and act. -
Chad Miller 1993 -

No, because the words slowly eat away at our conscience. - Heather Miller 1994 -
Christians can listen to rock music that go against God's will but shouldn't

because the lyrics of some songs can turn you away from God and make you
do "ungodly" things. - Ryan Amnyon Lutz 1994 -

No because we don't want to go against God's will and it could weaken our faith. -
Dusty Mullen 1995-96 -

No, God says we shouldn't listen to things that go against his will because they
tempt us to fall away from God. - Jonathan Weiland 1995-95 -
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Proverbs 14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to
death. (NIV)

No. But most probably do anyway. Each time you listen to it the more you accept
it. - Jessica Schmidt 1997-98 -

CHAPTER 7
The Second Commandment - Honor God’s Name

30. The Second Commandment
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God

What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not use His name to curse, swear, lie
or deceive, or use witchcraft, but call upon God's name in every trouble, pray,
praise and give thanks.

31. What does He forbid us to do with His name?
James 3:10 10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this
should not be.

a. He forbids cursing.
Matthew 5:37 37 Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No’; anything
beyond this comes from the evil one. 
James 5:12 12 Above all, my brothers, do not swear—not by heaven or by earth
or by anything else. Let your “Yes” be yes, and your “No,” no, or you will be
condemned.  

c. He forbids swearing falsely or needlessly.
b. He forbids using His name to lie, or deceive anyone.
d. He forbids sorcery or witchcraft, etc.

32. How are we supposed to use God's name? (What do we do with it if we
don't swear with it?)

Psalm 50:15 15 and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you
will honor me.”  

a. We call upon Him in every trouble.
b. We pray.
c. We praise Him.
d. We give thanks.

CHAPTER 8
The Third Commandment - God’s Word and Worship

33. The Third Commandment
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not despise preaching and His Word,
but regard it as holy, and gladly hear and learn it.

34. What does God tell us not to give up on the day we've set aside for
Him?

Hebrews 10:25 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit
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of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day
approaching.
35. How does a Christian feel about going to church?
Psalm 122:1 
Psalm 122:1 I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the
LORD.”

A Christian is glad to go to the house of the Lord.
36. Why?

No matter how dull the service or how boring the preacher, church is
where:

a. We can meet with our Christian friends.
b. We can hear God speak to us and have our faith strengthened.
c. Christians encourage each other when we meet together
d. We can thank and praise God!

37. Name the seasons of the church year and what each one celebrates.
a. Advent The coming of the Savior (both at Christmas and

Judgment Day)
b. Christmas Jesus birthday
c. Epiphany Coming of the Wisemen (Gentile Christmas - Jesus is the

Savior of the whole world)
d. Lent Jesus' suffering and death
e. Easter Jesus’ resurrection from the dead
f. Ascension Day Jesus returns to heaven to prepare a place for us
g. Pentecost Birthday of the New Testament Church (the Holy Spirit

came down in tongues of fire to the disciples)
Catechism Homework

Chapter 8  6th and 7th Grades
38. Ferdinand says that he can make it just fine as a Christian without going to

church.  What do you tell him?
God tells us to go to church so our faith can get stronger instead of weaker. He

wants us to learn his Word. He wants us to worship him and serve him. He
wants us to encourage each other because Judgment Day is coming!

To be a good Christian you have to interact with other Christians; that’s why you
have to go to church. - Rachel Krueger 1997-98 -

He needs to go to church and hear God’s work to keep his faith strong and be with
Christians that believe in Jesus. - Adam Passig 1997-98 -

Your soul will shrivel up and die because it needs food. - Katie Loosen 1997-98 -
CHAPTER 9

The Fourth Commandment - Parents and Authorities
39.                        The Fourth Commandment

Honor your father and mother, that it may go well with you
and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.
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What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not dishonor or anger our parents and
others in authority, but honor, serve and obey them, and give them love and
respect.

40. In what 3 areas has God put authorities over us?
a. Parents (body and soul)
b. Church (soul)
c. Government (body)

41. Who are our elders?
Anyone whom the Lord has placed in authority to care for you.
People who direct the affairs of the church, especially those who preach

and teach.
42. When we obey our parents and others in authority, whom are we really

serving?
Ephesians 6:7 7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 

The LORD

43. What is the only time we would disobey the authorities God has given
us?

Acts 5:29 29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than
men!

Only when they tell us to do something that would break God's Law (sins
of commission) or keep us from obeying God's Law (sins of omission).

44. Why do our parents discipline us?
Proverbs 13:24 24 He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is
careful to discipline him.

a. Because they love us and want us to learn.  They don't want us to keep
making the same mistakes over and over again.

b. Because they want to keep us safe and unhurt.
c. They want us to learn to enjoy life.

45. How can God promise that we will enjoy life if our parents don't let us do what
we want to do?

We don’t trust our parents to be right. We trust God to be right! Ephesians 6:1.
First off, God can do anything he wants, also our parents don't want us to make

the same mistakes they did. Proverbs 14:12 There is a way that seems right to
a man, but in the end it leads to death. (NIV) - Don Fellenz 1994 -

By obeying our parents we don't get in much trouble and won't get hurt; therefore
we will be happy and enjoy life. Ephesians 6:1-3 Children, obey your parents
in the Lord, for this is right. 2 "Honor your father and mother" -- which is the
first commandment with a promise -- 3 "that it may go well with you and that
you may enjoy long life on the earth." (NIV) - Melissa Fellenz 1994 -

Our parents are preparing us for our future so we can enjoy a long life on earth. -
Sarah Mathews 1995-96 -
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Our parents are teaching us to be a better person and to know what's right from
wrong. - Dusty Mullen 1995-96 -

Because we aren’t really enjoying life if we do wrong. - Casey Prescher 1997-98 -
CHAPTER 10

The Fifth Commandment - Murder and the Gift of Life
46. The Fifth Commandment

You shall not murder.
What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his
body, but help and befriend him in every bodily need.

47. In what ways we can break the Fifth Commandment?
a. by abusing our bodies (such as in overdrinking or overeating).
b. suicide
c. murder of any kind
d. physically hurting anyone in any way

1 Peter 3:9 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing,
because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.

e. verbally or emotionally hurting anyone in any way
1 John 3:15 15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that
no murderer has eternal life in him.

f. hating someone
g. revenge

48. How precious is an unborn baby to God?
An unborn baby is a human being just like the rest of us.  In the Old
Testament, an injury to an unborn baby was punished just like an injury to

anyone else.  Killing an unborn baby is MURDER!
CHAPTER 11

The Sixth Commandment - Part I (Sex, Adultery and Fornication)
49. The Sixth Commandment

You shall not commit adultery.
What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we lead a pure and decent life in words and
actions, and that husband and wife love and honor each other.

50. What is the time of engagement not for?
It is not the time to decide whether or not you want to get married or to try

it out.  The promise has already been made to your fiance and to God.  Nor is
it the time to "try the marriage out" by living together or by engaging in sex.

51. How does an unmarried person sin against this commandment?
1) having or thinking about having sex (fornication)

Matthew 5:28 28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has
already committed adultery with her in his heart.

2) looking at anyone with lust in your heart
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3) obscene language
4) homosexuality

CHAPTER 12
The Sixth Commandment - Part II (Marriage and Men’s/Women’s Role in

the Church)
52. How does the man fulfill role that God has given him?

a. By taking responsibility.
(God held Adam responsible for the first sin. Sin entered the world through one

man.)
BOYS ONLY! Ephesians 5:25 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved
the church and gave himself up for her

b. By making his wife happy. By loving his wife just as Christ loved the
church and gave Himself up for her. By putting his wife first and himself
second.

c. By being kind, gentle and caring with his wife. He will remember that she
needs to be told “I love you;” that she needs hugs and affection; and that he
will not be harsh with her.

d. By taking spiritual leadership in his family. He will take care of their souls
and lead them by word and example as a Christian father.

e. By leaving his father and mother and being united to his wife. No one and
nothing will be allowed to become more important than his wife (including
careers, friends, family and recreation).
(cf. above: The role of "head of the house” is:

All responsibility and no privilege!)

53. How does the woman fulfill role that God has given her?
GIRLS ONLY! Ephesians 5:22 22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord.

a. By supporting her husband.
(Men need to know that you support them, that you are on their side, working with
them. It's their responsibility--don't make them carry it alone!)

b. By respecting her husband. Women want to respect their husbands. Those
who don’t are not happy. Women who take headship in the house are not
happy either.

CHAPTER 13
The Seventh Commandment - Everything We Own

54. The Seventh Commandment
You shall not steal.

What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not take our neighbor's money or
property, or get it by dishonest dealing, but help him to improve and protect his
property and means of income.
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55. From where does everything we own come?
James 1:17 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.

Everything we own is an outright gift from our heavenly Father.  He owns
everything and gives it to us to use in His service.

56. How does God expect us to use His things?
a. Thank the Giver by giving some back (with regular, percentage, willing,

offerings).
b. provide for relatives and family
c. support the government
d. care for a brother or sister in need

57. What kinds of things does God forbid in the Seventh Commandment?
a. Stealing
b. Dishonest standards (cheating)
c. Borrowing and not repaying
d. underpaying

Luke 12:15 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all
kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”

e. greed
f. wasting God's possessions

CHAPTER 14
The Eighth Commandment - Speaking the Truth in Love

58. The Eighth Commandment
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray
him or give him a bad name, but defend him, speak well of him and take his
words and actions in the kindest possible way.

59. Why is the Eighth Commandment such an important one for us to watch?
Our tongue is the most powerful weapon we have--to help or to hurt

someone.  If we don't keep our tongue in check we will destroy someone's good
name.
(cf. effectiveness of words to: start and stop wars, make and break friendships

and marriages, start and stop fights, and bring joy or depression to someone)
60. How does God want us to use our words?
Ephesians 4:15 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow
up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.

God wants us to use our tongues to speak the truth in love. He wants us to
encourage each other and build each other up.
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CHAPTER 15
The Ninth and Tenth Commandments - Coveting

61. The Ninth Commandment
You shall not covet your neighbor's house.

What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not scheme to get our neighbor's
inheritance or house, or obtain it by a show of right, but do all we can to
help him keep it.

62. The Tenth Commandment
You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, workers, animals, or anything that
belongs to your neighbor.

What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not force or entice away our
neighbor's spouse, workers or animals, but urge them to stay and do their duty.

63. What is coveting?
Hebrews 13:5 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with
what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake
you.”

Coveting is not being content with what God has given us.
64. What is our "Old Adam"?

Our Old Adam is that part of us that hates God and wants to sin.
65. What is our "New Man"?

Our New Man is that part of us that loves God wants to do God's Will.
CHAPTER 16

The Conclusion to the Commandments - A Review of the Law
The Conclusion to the Commandments

What does God say about all these commandments?
He says, "I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God punishing the children for

the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me,
but showing love to thousands who love me and keep my commandments."

What does this mean?
God threatens to punish all who transgress these commandments.  There-

fore we should fear His anger and not disobey what He commands.
But He promises grace and every blessing to all who keep these command-

ments.  Therefore we should love and trust in Him, and gladly obey what He
commands.

CHAPTER 17
The Creeds and the Trinity

66. What is a creed?
A creed is a summary of what a person or a group of people believes.
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67. What are the three major Christian creeds?
1. The Apostle's Creed
2. The Nicene Creed
3. The Athanasian Creed

68. What does Trinity mean?
Trinity means "Three in one."

69. How many Gods are there?
Deuteronomy 6:4 4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
1 Corinthians 8:4 4 So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that
an idol is nothing at all in the world and that there is no God but one.

One
70. What do we mean when we say "I believe in God"?
Hebrews 11:1 1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what
we do not see.

1) We believe that God is true and that everything He has told us in the Bible
is true (even when I don’t understand it.)

2) We believe all of God’s promises and we trust in Him for everything.
3) We are God's children when we believe.

71. What is God like?
1) God is Spirit
2) eternal
3) Omniscient (All-knowing)
4) Omnipresent (Everywhere at the same time)
5) Omnipotent (All-powerful)
6) holy
7) good
8) compassionate
9) gracious
10) slow to anger
11) abounding in love and faithfulness
12) forgiving
13) just
14) truthful

72. The First Article
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

Maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean?

I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me my
body and soul, eyes, ears and all my members, my mind and all my
abilities.

And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing
clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, spouse and children,
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land, cattle, and all I own, and all I need to keep my body and life. God also
preserves me by defending me against all danger, guarding and protecting
me from all evil.

All this God does only because he is my good and merciful Father in
heaven, and not because I have earned or deserved it.

For all this I ought to thank and praise, to serve and obey him.
This is most certainly true.

CHAPTER 18
The First Article - Creation

73. How long did it take for God to create the universe?
six days

74. Name what God did on each day of creation.
1. He created light.
2. He separated the waters to make the sky.
3. He made the dry ground appear and created the plants.
4. He created the sun, the moon and the stars.
5. He created the fish and the birds.
6. He created the animals and man.
7. He rested.

75. Why can't we accept the theory of evolution?
1 Timothy 6:20-21 20 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn
away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called
knowledge, 21 which some have professed and in so doing have wandered from the
faith. Grace be with you.

Evolution contradicts God’s Word. God knows the origins of the universe,
people don’t.

CHAPTER 19
The First Article - Satan and The Fall

76. What happened to God's perfect creation?
1) Satan and his angels rebelled against God.
2) Adam and Eve sinned by eating the forbidden fruit.

77. What was the effect of Adam and Eve's fall?
a. We are sinners from birth

Romans 6:23 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

b. We deserve eternal death and hell
c. We continue to sin every day
d. Pain in childbirth
e. Relationships between husband and wife are changed
f. Frustration and pain in work (thorns, thistles, etc.)
g. Death

78. Are we born sinners or do we become sinners through our actions?
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Psalm 51:5 5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived
me.

a. We are born sinners
b.  We crawl deeper into to sin through our actions

79. What does Satan use to tempt us?
a. His own lies
b.  The sinful world around us
c.  our own sinful nature

80. What is hell like?
It is a lake of fire, burning sulfur, where worms do not die, but the pain and

suffering last forever. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth in the
darkness.

81. Why didn't God destroy the world and start all over again?
John 3:16 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

God loves us.
Catechism Homework

Chapter 19  6th and 7th Grades
82. Give an example of how a demon would use "the world" to tempt you.
If I watch a lot of T.V. and start believing everything I see and wanting all the toys

and stuff on TV and if I don’t care about anything anymore except watching
TV, I’d be breaking the 1st Commandment because the TV would be the most
important thing to me. - Phillip Brehmer 1997-98 -

An example of how a demon would use “the world” to tempt you is the demon
using someone or something in the world to tempt you like using your friend
to get you to sin. - Tanya Layman 1997-98 -

CHAPTER 20
The First Article - God’s Care and Angels

83. What did God the Father give us?
James 1:17 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.

1) God gave us our bodies and our lives.
2) God gave us our spirit
3) God gave us everything that have or ever will have.
4) God gave us His Son and Eternal Life

84. What does our heavenly Father still do for us every day?
Romans 8:28 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

1) He make all things work for our good, even the evil in our lives is made
to serve our good.

2) He gives us food, clothes, etc., everything we need for our lives.
3) He satisfies all our desires.
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4) He gives us new love and compassion every morning.
CHAPTER 21

The Second Article - Who is Jesus?
85. The Second Article

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit; born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate;
was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

What does this mean?
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eterni-

ty, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord.
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and

won me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not with
gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent
suffering and death.

All this He did that I should be His own, and live under Him in His
kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and bless-
edness, just as He has risen from death and lives and rules eternally.

This is most certainly true.
86. Why do we believe that Jesus is God?
John 1:1 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.

1) The Bible calls Him God. (Divine Names)
2) He has all of God’s characteristics. (Divine Attributes)
3) He does things only God can do. (Divine Works)

CHAPTER 22
The Second Article - Jesus as Prophet, Priest and King

Jesus' Active Obedience
87. To what offices was Jesus anointed?

1) Jesus was anointed as a prophet.
2) Jesus was anointed as High Priest.
3) Jesus was anointed as King.

88. What does Jesus do as prophet now?
Luke 10:16 16 “He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me;
but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me.”

Jesus teaches God’s Word through us.
89. What did Jesus do as High Priest while He was on earth?
1 John 2:2 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also
for the sins of the whole world.

Jesus sacrificed Himself on the cross as High Priest while He was on earth.
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90. What does Jesus do as our King now?
Romans 8:28 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

1) Jesus rules everything in heaven and on earth for our good.
2) Jesus rules in our hearts.
3) Jesus will judge everyone on Judgment Day.

CHAPTER 23
The Second Article - Redemption

Jesus’ Active Obedience
91. How many ways can someone get to heaven?

Only one; the only way we can get to heaven is through Jesus Christ. Our sin
keeps us from any other way.

92. What does it mean that Jesus freed me from slavery to sin?
John 8:34 34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to
sin.

1) Jesus freed me from the power of sin.  I don't have to sin anymore. 
Before the Holy Spirit gave me faith, I was a slave to sin, I could do nothing
but sin; but now Jesus has freed me from the power of sin and I am no
longer a slave.

2) He freed me from the guilt of sin. I am no longer condemned for my
sin.  God doesn't treat me as my sins deserve:  His anger and complete
rejection now, and hell forever.

93. How does Jesus help me in temptation?
1 Corinthians 10:13 13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to
man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.
But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up
under it.

Jesus knows what it’s like to be tempted and He knows what it’s like to beat
temptation. He was tempted in every way, just as we are, yet was without sin.
He will never allow us to be tempted beyond what we can bear. He will always
provide a way out for us.

94. What does it mean that Jesus freed me from death?
Jesus freed me from eternal death.  I have eternal life; even when I die, only

my body dies.  I live forever with Jesus.
95. What does it mean that Jesus freed me from the power of the devil?
James 4:7 7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you.

Satan no longer has any power over us. When we submit ourselves to God and
resist the devil, he has to flee from us.

CHAPTER 24
The Second Article - Jesus' Humiliation

Jesus' Passive Obedience
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96.  Write what happened each day of Holy Week. (Homework)
 Palm  Sunday

1) Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey.
 Maundy  Thursday

1) Jesus celebrated the Last Passover with His disciples.
2) Jesus celebrated the First Lord’s Supper with His disciples.
3) Jesus went out to the Mount of Olives with His disciples.
4) Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, while His disciples slept.
5) Judas betrayed Jesus with a kiss.
6) Jesus has a trial before Caiaphas.
7) Peter denied Jesus three times.

 Good  Friday
1) Jesus was condemned to death by the Sanhedrin.
2) Jesus was crucified.
3) Jesus died.
4) Jesus was buried.

Saturday
1) The Pharisees sealed the tomb and posted a guard.

 Easter  Sunday
1) Jesus rose from the dead.
2) Jesus appeared to the women.
3) Jesus appeared to the disciples on the way to Emmaus.
4) Jesus appeared to the 10 disciples behind locked doors in Jerusalem.

(Judas was dead and Thomas was not there.)
97. What were the seven things Jesus said from the cross?

Memorize Any Three Verses
Luke 23:34 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they
are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.
Luke 23:43 43 Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me
in paradise.”
John 19:26-27 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he
loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” 27
and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took
her into his home.
Matthew 27:46 46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi,
Eloi, lama sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?”
John 19:28 28 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the
Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.”
John 19:30 30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With
that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
Luke 23:46 46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I
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commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.
CHAPTER 25

The Second Article - Jesus' Exaltation
98. Of what three things does Jesus resurrection assure me?

a. Jesus is God.
b. Our sins are truly and completely forgiven.

John 11:25-26 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in
me will never die. Do you believe this?”

c. We, too, will rise from the dead and live forever with God in heaven.
99. Of what does Jesus' ascent into heaven assure me?
John 14:2-3 2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would
have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also
may be where I am.

1) Jesus is the victor. He returned Home to Heaven as the conquering Hero
and sat down at the right hand of the Father.

2) Jesus told us that He was going to prepare a place for us in Heaven. We
have a home there and He will come back to bring us there.

100. Since Jesus could come back at any time, when should we be ready for
Him?
We should always be ready for His return.

101. What will Jesus do when He comes back?
Jesus will judge the living and the dead. The believers will be welcomed

into heaven with Him and the unbelievers will be condemned to hell.
CHAPTER 26

The Second Article - The End of the World
102. What happens when a person dies?
Ecclesiastes 12:7 7 and the dust returns to the ground it came from, and the spirit
returns to God who gave it.

When a person dies, his soul and body separate. The body returns to dust
and the soul returns to God, who gave it.

103. Is everybody going to heaven?
Mark 16:16 16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does
not believe will be condemned.

No, only believers will go to heaven.
Revelation 20:15 15 If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life,
he was thrown into the lake of fire.
104. How does a Christian feel about Judgement Day?
Philippians 3:20 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a
Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ,

We eagerly await our Savior and want Him to come.
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We're Excited
105. What will life in heaven be like?

1) We will have eternal pleasures at God's right hand (heaven)
2) We will be with God day and night, serving Him in His temple.
3) There will be no hunger or thirst and no scorching heat.
4) Jesus will be with us and God will wipe every tear away from our eyes.
5) No more death or mourning or crying or pain
6) We will be with Christ in glory

Better than anything we can imagine!
Catechism Homework

Chapters 25-26  8th Grade
106. George is terribly depressed. His grandfather, a Christian, just died. George

says, “If only he would still be alive, it would be so much better for my
Grandpa. It’s terrible that God let him die!” What do you tell him?

It is terrible, but not for your grandfather. He is enjoying eternal peace in heaven.
- Ray Austin 1997-98 -

CHAPTER 27
The Third Article - Who am I (before and after Justification)

107. The Third Article
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian church, the communion

of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting.  Amen.

What does this mean?
I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus

Christ, my Lord, or come to Him.
But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with

His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  In the same way He calls,
gathers, enlightens and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and
keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

In this Christian church He daily and fully forgives sins to me and all
believers.

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life
to me and all believers in Christ.

This is most certainly true.
108. What am I like naturally? (without faith)
Ephesians 2:1 1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,

I am dead in my sins.
I am God's enemy.
I am doomed.

109. How can I come to faith?
1 Corinthians 12:3 3 Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit
of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by
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the Holy Spirit.
I can't.  By myself I can do nothing good. The Gospel can't be accepted by

our own understanding (it's foolishness to unbelievers). Only the Holy Spirit
can put faith into my heart.
It's like a man unconscious being pulled out of a pit.  He has no power

whatsoever to save himself, to tie the rope around himself or even help.  When he
is being pulled up and he wakes--then he can decide to let go of the rope, but he
still had no part of tying it to him.

We were dead when Jesus came to pull us out of the maw of hell, now we live
and can reject it, but nobody has the power to come to faith or even help.  (When
we get out of the pit -- that's heaven.)

CHAPTER 28
The Third Article - Who Is the Holy Spirit?

110. Why do we believe that the Holy Spirit is God?
1) The Bible calls Him God.  (Divine Names)
2) He has God's Characteristics (Divine Attributes)

(omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence, etc.)
3) He does things only God can do.  (Divine Works)

(giving life, taking away sins, creation)
111. What did the Holy Spirit use to give me faith?
Romans 10:17 17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the
message is heard through the word of Christ.

The Holy Spirit used the Means of Grace. He used God's Word (the Gospel in
Word and Sacraments)

112. What are some of the gifts the Holy Spirit gives me?
a. forgiveness

Galatians 5:22-23 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such
things there is no law.

b. love
c. joy
d. peace
e. patience
f. kindness
g. goodness
h. faithfulness
i. gentleness

j. self-control
k. help when we pray
l. comfort
m. salvation
n. strength
o. citizenship in God’s kingdom
p. membership in God’s family

CHAPTER 29
The Third Article - Good Works

113. What big changes does the Holy Ghost work in me when He sanctifies
me by the Gospel?

Romans 6:23 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life
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in Christ Jesus our Lord.
1) Conversion – He turns me completely around: from running away from

God to running to Him. He makes me turn around and be eager to live a
new life filled with good works.

2) Regeneration – He changes me from being dead in sin to being born again,
a child of God and an heir of eternal life.

114. Can unbelievers do good works and please God?
Hebrews 11:6a 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, (because
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those
who earnestly seek him.)

No!
1) Without faith it is impossible to please God.
2) Anything done without faith is sin.

115. How do I know what God  wants me to do?
Ps 119:105 105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.

God wrote it down for us. We look into His Word to learn His Will.
CHAPTER 30

The Third Article - The Church
116. What is the difference between the "visible church" and the "invisible

church"?
1) Anyone who belongs to a congregation is in the visible church; but only

people who really believe in Jesus as their Savior and follow Him belong
to the invisible church.

2) You can see who belongs to a visible church; you can't see faith.
117. Why do we go to church?

a. We go to church to thank and praise God with other believers and to learn
from His Word.

b. We go to church to encourage our fellow Christians.
CHAPTER 31

The Third Article - Confessions (Testing the Churches)
118. How do we know when a preacher or a church is teaching correctly?
Acts 17:11 11 Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the
Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined
the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.

When he preaches, teaches and confesses only what God's Word teaches.
CHAPTER 32

The Third Article - Fellowship
119. What does God want us to do when we find a person who doesn't know

or doesn't believe in Jesus as his Savior?
1 Peter 3:15 15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared
to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you
have. But do this with gentleness and respect,
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He wants us to be prepared to give him the reason for the hope we have
(to teach him about Jesus.)

120. Why is it so important to join in fellowship with fellow believers?
We need to work to together for the truth. Souls are dying and going to hell.

Together we can accomplish more before our Lord’s return than we can
separately. We need prodding, encouragement and support.

121. If people can be saved in a heterodox Christian church, why wouldn't
we go there?

a. You need pure spiritual milk to grow in faith.  (In a heterodox church, the
Word is not pure)

b. The teachings can lead you astray and you can lose your peace there.
1 Corinthians 10:12 12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you
don’t fall!

c. We can't always resist the influence of false teachings.  If you think you are
standing firm, be careful, stay in a church that holds on to sound doctrine
(pure teaching).  Stay away from false teachers so that you don't fall!

d. You can't confess with them. They are following the teachings of demons!
e. You lose your freedom in heterodox churches.  False teachings sound good,

but they lead you back into slavery.
f. Heresy is destructive.  It brings God's Word into disrepute (doubt).  Once

God's truth is questioned, you have nothing left to hang on to.
g. We don't want to have any part of twisting God's Word.

Catechism Homework
Chapter 32  6th and 7th Grades
122. Chris says, "We shouldn't push religion on people because people are

basically good.  If we just let them make their own decisions, they will turn
out good."  What do you tell him?

That's not true. We are born sinful and continue to sin every day. Everyone needs
to know Jesus is their Savior and our only way to heaven. We continually make
bad decisions and we need to tell people how much they need Jeus and all he's
done for them. - Judy Mullen 1995-96 -

People aren't basically good. If we and God let them make their own decisions,
they'll end up going to hell. - Jon Weiland 1995-96 -

No one can be good without the Lord. We were all dead in sin from the day we
were conceived. We also shouldn’t push religion. We should preach it and let
the Holy Spirit do His job. - Jamie Johnson 1996-97 -

We should encourage people to go to church and catechism because without God
you can’t go to heaven and if they make their own decisions it will be the wrong
ones. - Jay Thielmann 1996-97 -

No, they will not turn out good. They are born sinful and they have to hear the
word to believe it. People are not basically good. People look at the outside,
God looks at the heart. We can’t tell what is in their heart. - Sarah Mueller
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1996-97 -
If you don’t tell them about God, how are they supposed to believe in Him? Then,

if you don’t tell them, they would go to hell. - Matt McGuire 1996-97 -
Without Christ, we are dead, we need God to be able to go to heaven. Romans

6:23: “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ.”
Ephesians 2:1: “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins.”
We were told to spread God’s Word throughout the world. - Scott Roethle
1996-97 -

People need to know about Jesus. If they don’t they will never get to heaven so you
have to tell everyone about it. - Paul Schneider 1997-98 -

We all sin and if they don’t believe they will go to hell. - Dan Wagner 1997-98 -
Without God you will die eternally and in bad times instead of turning to drugs

and alcohol, you can turn to God. - Tayah Hampton 2012-13 -
123. If someone asked you what they needed to know about Jesus, what would

you tell them? (cf. 1 Pet 3:15-16)

124. Herta just moved to California and there is no WELS church close by.  She
attended a different church and really liked the people and the minister. 
Should she join that church?  Why or why not?

Herta needs to check the teachings of any church with what the Bible teaches. If
they add anything to the Bible or subtract anything from the Bible, she should
stay away from that church. She should always check everything that is taught
with the Bible no matter where she worships. Interesting people and interesting
services are not enough; only the Gospel in its truth and purity saves. “11 Now
the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they
received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every
day to see if what Paul said was true.” Acts 17:11. It would be best for her to
contact the WELS to find out what her options are.

No, she needs pure spiritual milk so she should study the Bible and try to find other
WELS members to worship with her. For where 2 or 3 come together in my
name, there am I with them. Matthew 18:20 - Sara Arstrom 1996-97 -

CHAPTER 33
The Means of Grace

125. What is Original Sin?
Psalm 51:5 5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived
me.

Original sin is the sin that I have inherited from my parents and all my
ancestors before me, right back to Adam and Eve. I was conceived and born in
sin. I am by nature sinful.

126. What does repent mean?
Repent means to change:

Ephesians 4:23-24 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put
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on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.
a. Repent means to change my attitudes
b. Repent means to change my actions

127. What are the "Means of Grace"?
Romans 10:17 17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the
message is heard through the word of Christ.

THE GOSPEL IN:
a. The Word (If we had only Law, we go to hell. God only gives grace

through the Gospel)
b. The Sacraments

128. What three things make a sacrament, a sacrament?
a. A sacrament was instituted by Christ.
b. A sacrament forgives sins.
c. A sacrament uses an earthly element.

129. Name all the sacraments.
a. Baptism
b. The Lord’s Supper

CHAPTER 34
Baptism

130. THE INSTITUTION OF BAPTISM
First: What is Baptism?

Baptism is not just plain water, but it is water used by God's command and
connected with God's Word.

Which is that Word of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, "Go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit!"
131. What does it mean to baptize "in the name of the Father and of the Son

and of the Holy Spirit"?
a. We baptize into the family of God
b. We baptize by one Spirit. (We baptize at the command of God and by the

power of God.)
132. What does Jesus mean when He tells us to baptize "all nations"?

Jesus means that we are supposed to baptize everybody.
133. Where does the Bible say we're not supposed to baptize little children

and babies?
It doesn’t. The Bible simply tells us to baptize “all nations.”

134. How do you baptize someone?
Apply water and say, "(Name), I baptize you in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."

135. THE BLESSINGS OF BAPTISM
Second: What does Baptism do for us?

Baptism works forgiveness of sin, delivers from death and the devil, and gives
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eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare.
What are these words and promises of God?

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark, "Whoever believes and is baptized
will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned."
136. Why do we baptize little children?

1) Jesus commands us to baptize all nations.  (When Jesus told us to make
disciples, He gave us two tools: baptism and teaching.  To neglect baptism
is to neglect one of the tools Jesus gave us to make disciples!)

John 3:5 5 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of
God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.

2) Christ wants little ones to be saved. He doesn’t want them lost!
3) Nobody can enter the Kingdom of God without being born again. If

someone doesn't believe in Jesus as their Savior they will be condemned to
hell!

4) Children and babies are sinners and need Jesus as their Savior too.
5) The promise of the Holy Spirit through baptism is for adults and children.
6) Little children can believe in Jesus and He loves them, too. The Holy Spirit

can give anyone the gift of faith as easily as he gives it to adults.  It's a
miracle of God no matter whom he gives faith because the Gospel is
foolishness to those who don't believe.

7) The kingdom of God is make up of people like these.
8) Those who have been baptized have been clothed with Christ. They have

received faith and His righteousness.
THE POWER OF BAPTISM

Third: How can water do such great things?
It is certainly not the water that does such things, but God's Word which is in and
with the water, and faith which trusts this Word used with the water. For without
God's Word the water is just plain water and not baptism. But with this Word it is
baptism, that is, a gracious water of life and a washing of rebirth by the Holy Spirit.

Where is this written?
St. Paul says in Titus, chapter 3, "God saved us through the washing of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus
Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become
heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying."

THE MEANING OF BAPTISM FOR OUR DAILY LIFE
Fourth: What does baptizing with water mean?

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sorrow and
repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also means that
a new person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness and purity
forever.

Where is this written?
St. Paul says in Romans, chapter 6, "We were buried with Christ through baptism
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into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory
of the Father, we too may live a new life."

CHAPTER 35
Communion - Definition and Blessings

137. HOLY COMMUNION IS A SACRAMENT
First: What is the sacrament of Holy Communion?

It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread
and wine, instituted by Christ for us Christians to eat and to drink.

Where is this written?
The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and the Apostle Paul tell

us: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”

138. What are we eating and drinking in communion? (four things)
Matthew 26:26-28 26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” 27
Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for
the forgiveness of sins.

a. We're eating bread and Jesus' body.
b. We're drinking wine and Jesus' blood.

THE BLESSINGS OF HOLY COMMUNION
Second: What blessing do we receive through this eating and drinking?

That is shown us by these words, "Given and poured out for you for the
forgiveness of sins."

Through these words we receive forgiveness of sins, life and salvation
in this sacrament.  For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life
and salvation.

CHAPTER 36
Communion - Power and Reception

139. THE POWER OF HOLY COMMUNION
Third: How can eating and drinking do such great things?
It is certainly not the eating and drinking that does such things, but the

words, "Given and poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins."
These words are the main thing in this sacrament, along with the eating

and drinking.  And whoever believes these words has what they plainly say,
the forgiveness of sins.
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Receiving Communion
THE RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

Fourth: Who, then, is properly prepared to receive this sacrament?
Fasting and other outward preparations may serve a good purpose, but

he is properly prepared who believes these words, "Given and poured out
for you for the forgiveness of sins."

But whoever does not believe these words or doubts them is not pre-
pared, because the words "for you" require nothing but hearts that believe.

140. What do we do before we go to communion?
1 Corinthians 11:28 28 A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the
bread and drinks of the cup.

We examine ourselves before we eat of the bread and drink of the cup.
141. What are we looking for when we examine ourselves?

a. We are looking for repentance for our sins.
b. We are looking for faith that believes that our sins are forgiven.
c. We are looking for faith that recognizes Jesus' body and blood.

142. What is the only thing that can make us truly prepared to go to
communion?
Faith is the only thing that can make us truly prepared for communion.

143. Why are we so careful about whom we let take communion?
1 Corinthians 11:29 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the
body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.

a. Anyone who eats and drinks in communion without recognizing the
body and blood of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.

b. When someone shares communion with us we are declaring that we all
believe the same things.  We don't want ourselves to lie or to make
anyone else a hypocrite or a liar.

144. How often should we go to communion?
As often as I:

a. want to obey the Lord's Word (He told me to take it often);
b. need my sins forgiven;
c. need my faith strengthened

CHAPTER 38
The Keys and Confession

145. The First Part of the Keys
First: What is the Use of the Keys?

The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to
His church on earth, to forgive the sins of penitent sinners, but to refuse
forgiveness to the impenitent as long as they do not repent.

Where is this written?
The holy Evangelist John writes in chapter 20, “Jesus breathed on his

disciples and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins,
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they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.’”
146. What do the Keys do?

1) The Binding Key binds a person to his sins, so that his sins are not forgiven,
here on earth or in heaven.

2) The Loosing Key frees a person from his sins, so that his sins are forgiven
both here on earth and in heaven.

The Public Use of the Keys
Second: How does a Christian congregation use the Keys?

A Christian congregation with its called servant of Christ uses the Keys in
accordance with Christ's command by forgiving those who repent of their sin and
are willing to amend, and by excluding from the congregation those who are
plainly impenitent that they may repent. I believe that, when this is done, it is as
valid and certain in heaven also, as if Christ, our dear Lord, dealt with us himself.

Where is this written?
Jesus says in Matthew, chapter 18:18, "Whatever you bind on earth will be

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."
147. Why would we use the "binding" key?

We use the Binding Key to warn someone, hoping that he would realize
the seriousness of sin and the fact that without forgiveness God has no
place in his life. We want him to repent and believe so that he can receive
forgiveness and be saved.

148. What are the four steps Jesus tells us to take when someone sins against
us?

1) When someone sins against us, we go to him all by ourselves and talk to
him.

2) If he won't listen, take two or three others along to talk with him.
3) If he refuses to listen even to them, take it to the church.
4) If he refuses to listen even to the church, excommunicate him. Use the

binding key.
The First Part of Confession

149. First: What is Confession?
Confession has two parts.  The one is that we confess our sins; the other,

that we receive absolution or forgiveness from the pastor as from God
Himself, not doubting but firmly believing that our sins are thus forgiven
before God in heaven.

150. The Second Part of Confession
Second: What should we confess?

Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not
aware of, as we do in the Lord's Prayer.

But before the pastor we should confess only those sins which we know
and feel in our hearts.

The Third Part of Confession
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Third: How can we recognize these sins?
Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments.  Are

you a father, mother, son, daughter, employer or employee?  Have you been
disobedient, unfaithful or lazy?  Have you hurt anyone by word or deed? 
Have you been dishonest, careless, wasteful or done other wrong?

151. How do we know what sins we have committed?
We become conscious of sin through the Law.  We compare our lives to

God's Will.  Whatever we have broken or not fulfilled is sin.
The Fourth Part of Confession

Fourth: How will the pastor assure a penitent sinner of forgiveness?
He will say, “By the authority of Christ, I forgive you your sins in the

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.”
152. Whom do we forgive?

We forgive everyone who asks for forgiveness. (Even if we think they don’t
mean it or don’t deserve it.)

153. How often do we forgive?
We forgive as often as they ask for it. (Even if we think they don’t mean

it or don’t deserve it.)
CHAPTER 39

Prayer
154. What is prayer?

a. Prayer is talking to God.
b. Prayer is spoken or unspoken.

155. Where and when should we pray?
1 Thessalonians 5:17 17 pray continually;

We pray at all times and in all places.
156. Why do we want to pray for spiritual things first and foremost?

Temporal things (like money, grades and worldly success) don't last very
long and if taken too seriously, will actually lead us away from God and our
salvation.

157. Why don't we have everything we want, if God can give them to us?
1) We don't ask for them.
2) We ask with the wrong motives.
3) We ask, but don't believe that God will answer.
4) What we ask for things that will hurt us.
5) We ask for things that are not in God's plan for us.

158. What does "amen" mean?
Amen means "Yes, that is the truth and no one can take it away from me!"
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